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Thy Word Is Truth 
By E. May Hooton 


ORD of all truth, Thy guiding ray 

Lights up our path frem day to day, 
Points out the road, and, lest we stray, 
Sheds holy radiance on the way. 


Word of all power, Thy piercing light 
Scatters the gloom of sin’s black night, 
Shines on the cross, where Jesus died, 
That sinners might be justified. 


Word of all Life, Thy quickening flame 
Kindles the love of Christ’s dear name, 
Sets hearts on fire and lives aglow, 
Makes meet for service here below. 


Lord, now our hearts to Thee we raise 
In thankful and adoring praise 

For that inspired and sacred page, 
God’s Book for man from youth to age. 


Four “B's” for Believers 


Having good work to do is a bless- 
ing. It is true that man was required to 
work for his living because of sin, but 
once sin had come into the human race, 
it was a merciful as well as a wise pro- 
vision that God made for man’s welfare 
when He forced him to work hard to 
get food, clothing, and shelter. And 
what a great variety of legitimate means 
of making a living there are in the 
world! These keep men’s hands and 
minds occupied and -prevent men from 
wasting all their time in sin and friv- 
olity. We may sometimes groan at the 
daily calls of duty, but there are many 


blessings hidden in them. A Christian 
woman friend of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, whose husband has a good posi- 
tion in their town, keeps beehives and 
has an attractive little gift shop, where 
she sells various grades of honey and 
its products. She concluded a recent 
note with four words beginning with 
“B,” which make a very appropriate 
slogan for a Christian beekeeper and for 
any believer: “Busy—Blessed—Believing 
—Beloved!’"*. At least two of these words 
(“Blessed—Beloved”) are true for every 
Christian on any day, and all four should 
be for all Christian workers on every 
day. “The God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ,” and “He hath made us accepted 
in the beloved” (Eph. 1:3, 6). These are 


great facts, whether we feel them or not; 
as we trust the Heavenly Father, we may 
know in reality the experience that Paul 
desired for the Christians in. Rome: 
“Now the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom, 15:13). And 
every one of us who knows the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour should be doing 
something for Him, out of gratitude for 
all He has done for us, and because He 
has a place for everyone. “For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. 2:10). So let’ us remember’ and 
really believe that we are blessed and 
beloved, and “serve the Lerd with glad- 
ness” (Psa. 100:2). 


“A School of Christ” 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon is based on the book entitled “A 
School of Christ,” by Nathan R. Wood (Gordon College, Boston, $2.50). 


Dr. A. J. Gordon, 
early 


father of Ernest 
leaders of Gordon College and Divinity School, and it was 


Gordon, was one of the 


named for him.—Editor. 


School is-almost, if not actually, 

the largest theological school in 
New England in terms of student mem- 
bership. It is God’s answer to the 
apostasy which has marked New Eng- 
land life in the last two generations. 
Around it and associated with it are 
the evangelical interests of Eastern 
New England. It is_ still: expanding. 


(GF sereot COLLEGE and Divinity 


Having acquired the splendid Prince- . 


mere estate of a thousand acres on the 
Massachusetts North Shore, it promises 
ultimately to become an evangelical 
conference center such as Northfield 
used to be, as well as a second Andover 
Theological Seminary. It works hand in 
hand with Park Street Church, Boston, 
the premier evangelical and missionary 
church in New England, and with the 


a 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might 
he increaseth strength” (Isa. 40:29). 











New England Evangelistic Association. 
It is just what its historian and former 
president calls it—A School of Christ. 

Its beginnings were humble enough, 
a little training school to help those 
who, by age, were unable to take more 
thorough courses, “a gathering for 
Bible study and practice in Christian 
work, with no textbook save the Bible, 
no incorporation save the bond of the 
Spirit, no endowment or pledged sup- 
port except what the Lord might send, 
no buildings except such rooms as 
might be tendered, no age limit or men- 
tal qualification in the students except 
such general ones as common prudence 
and spiritual discernment would dic- 
tate. Nor were unpopular lines of truth 
to be shunned.” 

It was the butt of much crificism as 
a “short cut” to the ministry, which of 
course it was not. Some of the early 
instructors, perhaps most of them, were 
self-effacing volunteers. Its first home 
was in the vestry of the old Bowdoin 
Square Church, Boston, where in a gen- 
eration preceding, Jacob Knapp brought 
thousands to Christ, and whose ministry 
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led to closing of saloons and theaters 
—and to hostile mobs. (On Friday 
nights the evangelist took a loaf of 
bread and a pitcher of water to his 
room and prayed until Sunday morn- 
ing.) . 

An appropriate place then to start an 
evangelical enterprise! Later the school 
was moved to the Clarendon Street 
Church, whose pastor then was Dr. A, 
J. Gordon. Here it developed satisfac- 
torily, prepared many for foreign mis- 
sions as well as home ones, acquired 
fresh leadership in the person of Dr. 
James M. Gray (later of the Moody 
Bible Institute) and of others. 

Its transformation into a_ full-size 
evangelical seminary, with introduc- 
tory college courses, ig a story Of great 
interest. The leader in this forty-year 
ministry has been Dr. Nathan R. Wood, 
who has known how to draw about him 
able businessmen, a consecrated teach- 
ing corps, and supporting friends in 
many areas. Its leaders have trusted 
God for its finance and for the solution 
of all problems. Its graduates have 
been welcomed by the churches. At 
one time a hundred pastors of all de- 
nominations in Greater Boston were 
Gordon alumni, and every Baptist pas- 
tor in Boston proper, an alumnus, 
trustee, or teacher. In New Hamp- 
shire, of 96 Baptist pastors, one half 
were Gordon men and 25 more close 
friends of the school. Maine was full 
of Gordon men and Gordon influence; 
Rhode Island in a lesser degree. 

The Evangelistic Association of New 
England worked closely with Gordon. 
The two were the driving force in the 
great Billy Sunday campaign held near 
by. Students and professors were ac- 
tive. “Above the evangelist’s head hung 
the Gordon flag with its crimson cross, 
. which Mr. Sunday took away as a sou- 
venir. Dr. Wood tells of two meetings 
when the evangelist preached to audi- 
ences of 20,000 men on the sins of men. 
“Sitting on the platform, I saw in every 
part of the tabernacle ushers carrying 
men out who had fainted under his 
recital of the consequences of such sins, 
I counted twelve at one time.” 

Liquor men,and liberal theologians 
opposed the meetings, the latter insisting 


that the day of mass evangelism was ° 


past. Chairman and presiding officer of 
the campaign was the late Allan C. Em- 
ery, a Gordon trustee; treasurer, William 
T. Rich, another Gordon trustee; and 
Gordon trustees contributed heavily to 
the expenses, 

There have been hard places finan- 
cially and remarkable deliverances (see 
p. 192, for example). As an illustration 
of unlooked-for help, there is the lovely 
story of Katherine Walsh, owner of two 
apartment buildings near the school and 
rented by the school for a women’s dor- 
mitory. Katherine, an Irish Catholic, 
lived in one of the buildings with the 
students, and their consistent Christian 
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life and witness for Christ brought her 
to His feet. Im the joy of her new- 
found faith she offered the buildings as a 
gift to Gordon. For the rest of her life, 
she continued her lodging-house rental 
business in other quarters. She cast in 
her whole living. 

Such self-sacrifice demands protection 
from perversion of its gifts. The Board 
of Trustees in 1923 adopted a statement 
of faith in the great evangelical doc- 
trines. Then they added this: 

“In accepting the confidence and gifts 
of evangelical Christians, we hereby 
pledge the College to such loyalty, and 
agree that the trustees will, now and 
hereafter, engage or retain as regular of- 
ficers, professors, or instructors, only 
such persons as affirm genuine loyalty to 
these doctrines. 

“They further affirm in their accept- 
ance of permanent gifts fot the vested 
funds .. . that if the College shall for a 
period of two consecutive years defin- 
itely depart, after clear warning, from 
such loyalty to these doctrines in policy 
and instruction, said permanent funds 
shall become the property of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, to be held by them” 
for distribution of Scripture. 

They trusted the American Bible Soci- 
ety. They thought it could not go wrong, 
if it would. 

A generous supporter of the School, 
in view of the many perversions of trust 
funds by theological seminaries, was 
planning to give to hospitals as to safer 
and more honest beneficiaries. He was 
finally convinced that the above state- 
ment was ample protection and his forth- 
coming bequest will run into the hun- 
dreds of thousands, 

There were those among the trustees 
who thought to apply for the grant of 
the great Andover Seminary endowment 
after the Massachusetts Supreme Court 
had recovered it from Harvard Unitari- 
anism. This on the ground that Gordon 
was the only seminary in Massachusetts 
which could honestly take the money un- 
der the Andover creed. This was un- 
doubtedly true. However, President 
Wood threw his influence against the 
proposal. If the $900,000 had come to 
Gordon, the Andover trustees, a self- 
perpetuating body, would have~- come 
with it and these were the men who had 
surrendered the endowment to Unitari- 
anism. That would have brought into 
the College men unacceptable to its 
friends and supporters and untrue to 
the Christian faith. So the money and 
its entanglements were allowed to pass 
to Newton Seminary, where its influence 
has been as expected, 

“To make and keep Gordon evangeli- 
cal and. evangelistic and to guard it 
jealously from Modernism and so-called 
‘liberalism,’ whether Unitarian, Congre- 
gationalist, or Baptist, was my supreme 
desire,” said President Wood. 

In this spirit Gordon will go from 
strength to strength. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Tired of Dispensationalism 


Will you permit a long-time reader 
of the Times to express the hope that, 
having had so large a dose of “dispen- 
sational” articles, we may have a rest 
for awhile? After all, some of us were 
raised on postmillennialism, which un- 
til recently was “the one [theory] most 
generally adopted by English-speaking 
Protestant theologians” (American Edi- 
tion of Lange’s Commentary on Reve- 
lation, 1874). Jonathan Edwards, 
Hodge, Warfield all held this view. 
And we still say that we believe that 
the Lord will come, not to reign as an 
earthly king, but “to judge the world”; 
not a thousand years before the last 
day, but “at the last day.”—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 


Let me compliment you on the series 
of articles which you have just run in 


the last four issues of the Times, two , 


by General Harrison and two by J. F. 
Strombeck. I realize that it has taken 
a considerable amount of moral cour- 
age in order to tackle this controver- 
sial issue of the premillennial rapture 
so boldly, but I certainly think it is 
time that somebody spoke out plainly 
on this subject and I praise God for 
the clear-cut testimony of the Tres 
in this respect. 

It does seem as if the Devil is pre- 
pared to use any and all means to keep 
people of God from keeping their eyes 
fixed upon the Lord Jesus and the 
blessed hope of His coming. What a 
tragedy that so many earnest Chris- 
tian leaders and excellent Bible schol- 
ars should be brought into a position 
where they are looking for the tribu- 
lation instead of looking for the Lord! 
May He graciously enable us to con- 
tinue “to serve the living and true God; 
and to wait for his Son from heaven.” 
—A New York reader. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes has in its 
editorial library a book entitled “The 
Lord’s Return Seen in History and in 
Scripture as Pre-Millennial and Immi- 
nent,” by the Rev. Jesse Forrest Silver, 
with an introduction by Bishop Wilson 
T. Hogue, Ph.D., and published by the 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, 
1914, but now out of print. The author 
says: “The early church was solidly pre- 
millennial in faith.. The doctrine found 
expression in apocalyptic literature. The 
Christian belief was founded upon the 
writings of the Old Testament prophets 
and the teachings of Jesus Christ. Later 
it was gathered from the inspired Epis- 
tles of the New Testament and confirmed 
by the Revelation of St. John on the Isle 
of Patmos. Dr. Fisher,’ professor of 
Ecclesiastical History in Yale University, 
notes that in apostolic faith ‘the second 
coming of Christ is looked upon as an 
event not remote.’ Professor Ropes, en- 
gaged in the preparation of the ‘Inter- 
national Critical Commentary’ ‘and em- 
ployed as Harvard instructor in New 


(Continued on page 981) 
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Lesson for December 5 


“ 


ERE never seems to be enough 
done for the glorification of 
Mary,” was the charge de 
against his own church by Dr. Dollinger 


6c 


when he spoke of what he termed “the. 


characteristic contempt of the Jesuits’ 
for the tradition of the ancient Church” 
(“The Pope and the Council,” p. 34). 

The Knights of Columbus, in a recent 
publication, confess, “The number of 
pages which the Bible devotes to Mary 
is unimportant,” since, as they say, “the 
information concerning her which it 
contains is comparatively meager” (See 
booklet entitled “Yes . . . the Mother of 
God Will Help You,” published with 
“Ecclesiastical Authority,” p. 44). 

Hence, their contention is weak and 
unconvincing, when they claim: 

“What we want to stress is that Cath- 
olic teaching concerning Mary is 
founded on the Bible, even though some 
points are not explicitly stated there... . 
For nineteen and a half centuries, the 
Catholic Church has been teaching the 
Christian world the facts about Mary— 
and these facts always have been the 
same. . The Catholic Church today 
does not believe more about Mary than 
the first Catholics did, but she can ex- 
press herself much more clearly” (ibid., 
pp. 2, 3). . . 

The inference to be drawn from this 
is that the modern. Roman church can 
express herself much more clearly than 
did the Holy Spirit, who indited all 
Scripture. The fact is, not that some 
points concerning Mary are not explic- 
itly stated in Scripture, but, rather, that 
all the points regarding Mary, which sep- 
arate Romanists from Protestants, are not 
to be found in Scripture at all. It is 
easily seen, however, that what is mea- 
ger information and not explicitly stated, 
suddenly becomes facts which the Roman 
Church presumes to teach. 


PRESENT Pore MAKes AFFIRMATION 

“1954 To Be Martian YEAR—Pope Pro- 
claims Observance To Honor Immacu- 
late Conception” appeared in heavy cap- 
tions in the Canadian Register, October 
3, 1953. The article stated: 

“Vatican City, Sept. 26.—Catholics 
throughout the world have been called 
upon by His Holiness Pope Pius XII to 
join in observing a Marian Year in com- 
memoration of the centenary of the pro- 
clamation of the dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary ... the Pope declared that just one 
century had elapsed ‘since the Virgin 
Mother of God, amidst the applause of 
the entire Christian people, shone with 
anew gem, when our predecessor of im- 
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This is the second article in the 
series of three written for The Sun- 
day School Times by Dr. J. B. 
Rowell, pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church, Victoria, B. C. In this sec- 
ond article Dr. Rowell particularly 
exposes the inconsistencies and dis- 
agreements among Roman Catholic 
writers on a dogma which has been 
made so prominent this year by the 
Knights of Columbus advertising 
and other Roman Catholic propa- 
ganda, The series will conclude in 
next week’s issue. To answer pos- 
sible inquiries from readers: The 
Sunday School Times is not planning. 
to reprint this series in a pamphlet. 
If it is reprinted at some later date, 
announcement of it will be made in 
the Times. 








mortal memory; solemnly decreed and 
defined that she was absolutely free from 
all original sin.” 


RoMANIST ANSWERS ROMANIST 


The Knights of Columbus, in the book- 
let quoted above, say: 

“How did the early Christians speak of 
Mary’s holiness? ‘Others may be holy,’ 
they said, ‘but Mary enjoyed the whole 
fulness of holiness.’ . She is not only 
immaculate, but ‘totally immaculate’— 
‘totally without stain,’ ‘always without 
sin,’ ‘entirely immune from sin,’ ‘un- 
touched by sin’” (p. 27). 

They quote Thomas Livius, as saying: 
“|. . writers of the first six centuries 
unanimously held our Blessed Lady in 
the same high appreciation as she has 
been held in by Catholics of all subse- 
quent ages; and that everything that the 
Church has at any time defined or sanc- 
tioned with regard to her privileges and 
the honor that is her due . . . is to be 
found substantially and in principle or 
germ in the writings...” (p. 26). 

Metcutor Canus MAKes REPLY 

While the Knights of Columbus give 
the impression that. the early Fathers 
were unanimous in their teachings for 
the elevation of Mary, Melchior Canus 
tells a different story. The Romanist 
church historian, Rev. Dr. John Alzog, 
speaking of the eminent services of Mel- 
chior Canus as “very justly the pride of 
the Spanish Dominicans,” adds, “He was 
selected by the University of Salamanca, 
on account of his extraordinary ability, 
to represent that famous seat of learn- 
ing at the Council of Trent, where he 
became distinguished even among that 
celebrated body of eminent divines 
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“The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary” 


How even Roman Catholic writers oppose 
the false dogma 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


(1560). His best known work is that 
entitled De Locis Theologicis .. .” (Man- 
ual of Universal Church History,” vol 
iii, p. 412). : 

Nothing was taught in the early cen- 
turies to justify the claim that Mary was 
born without sin, and it is of significance 
that this representative of the Univer- 
sity of Salamanca at the Council of Trent 
rejected it. In what Dr. Alzog affirms is 
his best known work, Melchior Canus 
contends “that the blessed Virgin was 
free from original sin is nowhere deliv- 
ered in the Scriptures, according to their 
proper sense; nay, that the general law 
which is delivered in them embraces all 
who were descended from Adam, with- 
out any exception ... all the saints who 
have made mention of it, assert with one 
voice that the blessed Virgin was con- 
ceived in original sin” (Melch. Cani, De 
Locis Theol., lib. vii, cap. iii, p. 432. Lov. 
anii, 1569; cap. i, p. 422). 

Following this quotation, Dr. Charles 
Elliott gives the following, viz., that 
Melchior Canus “asserts that Chrysos- 
tom, Eusebius, Remigius, Ambrose, Au- 
gustine, Bernard, Bede, Anselm, Bon- 
aventure, Aquinas, etc., entertained the 
opinion, that the doctrine of the immac- 
ulate conception of the Virgin Mary is 
not to be found in Scripture” (“Delinea- 
tion of Roman Catholicism,” p. 516). 


Not BELIeEveD BY GREAT THEOLOGIANS 
Like other doctrines taught by the 
Roman Church, that of the Immaculate 
Conception, though not found in Scrip- 
ture, gradually developed, growing Iittle 
by little; and, not until eighteen hundred 
years after Christ was it made an article 
of faith! That it was not accepted by 
many of the great theologians of the 
Church of Rome is freely acknowledged 
in the standard works of that church. 
After making the serious confession, 
“Notwithstanding the silence of the gos- 
pel,” we are told: 
“This belief . . . led to the institution of 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
. In the West, on the other hand, this 
doctrine met with opponents, and power- 
ful ones; for St. Anselm, St. Bernard, St. 
Bonaventure, St. Thomas of Aquin, Al- 
bert the, Great, and many other learned 
and wise personages, all great theolo- 
gians, and what is more, very devout to 
Mary, MAINTAINED THAT SHE HAD 
BEEN CONCEIVED IN SIN, and subject 
to the general law .. .” (see “The History 
of the Blessed Virgin,” in “The Catholic 
Library”; Imprimatur, Michael Augustin, 
Archbishop of New York, Feb. 8, 1887, 
p. 28; caps mine). 
(Continued on page 966) 
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. Looking Around the Bookstore 


Some of the best books offered for your own reading and for Christmasgifts—Bible study and exposition, 
Christian biography, devotional helps, doctrine, missionary adventure, 
church and Sunday school methods, and fiction 


HE Holy Spirit. By John F. Wal- 
voord, Th.D. (Van Kampen Press, 


Wheaton, IIL; $3.50.) “A proper un- 


derstanding of the doctrine of the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the believer will do 
much to unlock the possibilities for spir- 
itual blessing and usefulness.” That is 
just what this volume brings us. Dr. 
Walvoord, President, and Professor of 
Systematic Theology in Dallas Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has gathered together 
from his study of the Word and from 
his wide reading these inspiring lectures 
for use in his classroom. Wide demand 
for their publication has produced one of 
the most useful volumes of modern times 
on the third person of the Trinity. His 
method, after establishing the personal- 
ity and deity of the Holy Spirit, is to 
follow through the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures, for the-most part in just their 
order. The interest of the child of God 
grows as he reads of the Spirit’s work 
in creation; His revelation in the Old 
Testament; His work in inspiration; His 
ministry to the saints of old; His work 
in relation to the birth, life, death, and 
glorification of Christ; His work in rela- 
tion to the salvation of. man, first in 
common grace, then in efficacious grace 
and regeneration; and the baptism and 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. His teach- 
ing on spiritual gifts is most helpful, as 
is also that on the filling of the Holy 
Spirit. This is followed by chapters on 
the eschatology of the Holy Spirit, and 
the volume closes with a brief history 
of the doctrine of ‘the Holy Spirit. For 
purposes of study a comprehensive table 
of contents, a complete Scriptural index 
and a topical index are most useful. The 
author’s loyalty to Scripture and his har- 
monizing of difficulties are most refresh- 
ing characteristics of his work. We be- 
lieve that the closing sentence should 
whet your appetite for the volume, “The 
doctrine of the Spirit, not less than the 
doctrine of justification by faith in 
Christ’s merits, is the article of a stand- 
ing or falling Church, and without the 
recognition of it no religious prosperity 
exists or can exist.” 

My Christmas Book. A Handful of 
Myrrh, Aloes, and Cassia. By F. W. 
Boreham. (Zondervan Pub.~ House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) For most 
people, Christmas time means ice and 
snow; and this author, an Englishman 
living in Australia, found it difficult to 
accustom himself to a “midsummer 
Christmas.” That theme, however, dom. 
inates the opening chapter of this de- 
lightful volume of reminiscent stories 
and thoughtful musings on the day of 
days. The warmth and beauty and spir- 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
‘tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








itual understanding of this well-known 
writer’s work is revealed in each of the 
twelve exquisite chapters. There are del- 
icate touches both of humor and pathos, 
and pages also that plumb the spiritual 
depths, causing fresh gleams of beauty 
to shiné forth from the most. familiar 
Scriptures. It is a book that will be 
read and reread. 


Daniel and the Latter Days. By Robert 
D. Culver. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) This is not a 
verse-by-verse commentary on the entire 
Book. of Daniel. Only those parts are 
treated that deal with the future. The 
volume at hand first provides a basis for 
the premillennial view of the Bible as 
a whole, and then shows that the pre- 
millennial view most satisfactorily ex- 
plains the prophecies of Daniel. This 
book is, therefore, a study in millennial- 
ism—and a most thorough and complete 
study it is, indeed. The views of the 
amillennialist and the postmillennialist 
are “weighed in the balances and found 
wanting.” Dr. Culver closely analyzes 
the various prevalent interpretations, 
and, with compelling logic, shows the 
reasonableness of premillennialism. Much 
helpful Biblical exegesis is provided as 
well, making this work a valuable source 
of information both as to the history of 
eschatological interpretation and the 
meaning of “hard” verses of Scripture. 
Any student of God’s Word, whether ad- 
vanced or just a beginner,will profit from 
an investigation of this scholarly treat- 
ment of so vital a subject. 


Jerusalem and the Temples in Bible 
History and Prophecy. By the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop D. A. Thompson. (Published by 
the author. May, be had from the Phila- 
delphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch -St., 
Philadelphia 3; $1, paper.) There is 
much interesting information in this 
brief, though comprehensive, study. As 
the title adequately indicates, Jerusalem 
and its Temples are considered in re- 
lation to both the past and the future. 
Much light is thrown on Biblical state- 
ments by the historical details and typi- 
cal significance noted in this useful 
handbook. Of special interest are the 
pictures. The foreword indicates that 


“this brief study of Jerusalem and its 
Temples is illustrated by pictures of 
unique models made towards the close of 
the last century by a converted Jew, the 
late Mr. J. M. Tenz, on information sup- 
plied by archaeologists and other schol- 
ars associated with the committee of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund.” The book 
will be particularly helpful to those who 
have not had previous opportunity to 
study the important subjects treated in 
its pages. 


The Religious Bodies of America. By 
F. E. Mayer. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; $8.50.) Why are there so many 
religions? Who started them? What do 
they believe and teach? The answers 
to these and related questions are to be 
found in this up-to-date, encyclopedic 
treatise. The doctrines and practices of 
the religious bodies in America are here 
set forth in an objective and comprehen- 
sive survey. Dr. Mayer has taught 
courses in the distinctive doctrines of 
American churches for more than 
twenty-five years in two Lutheran theo- 
logical seminaries. His knowledge of the 
subject is adequate and accurate. This 
is a large, fact-filled volume, attractive 
in appearance and satisfying in content. 
Large, clear type and high-grade white 
paper make the book a delight to read. 
Its two-column pages contain the history 
of the various church groups, a history 
and analysis of their distinctive doc- 
trines, a bibliography for each group, 
and copious footnotes throughout. A lib- 
eral education in theology, philosophy, 
and church history is to be had by the 
readers of this work. Scholarly, thor- 
ough, and complete, it will fill an im- 
portant place in public, institutional, and 
private libraries as a source referencé 
for reliable information on the many re- 
ligious systems, large and small, found 
in America. 


How To Conduct an Installation Serv- 
ice. By Roberta Patterson. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.) 
The title of this little book does not be- 
gin to suggest the wealth of helpfulness 
that it contains. There is an introduc- 
tory chapter, then sixteen most attractive 
and original programs that can be used 
on many occasions. They are fitting for 
church and Sunday school classes and 
organizations, women’s’ missionary 
groups, training classes, different types 
of young people’s societies, and other 
group meetings. The pages fairly 
sparkle with happy thought and variety, 
and yet with genuine spirituality. A bit 
from two programs might be mentioned 
as examples: for a Sunday school class, 
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“Channels of Blessing,” in which each 
officer is designated as some, well-known 
river, with easily recognized character- 
istics; or,- for a women’s missionary 
group, each worker is introduced with a 
little speech and labeled. President, Mrs. 
I. M. Tactful; vice-president, Mrs. Phil. 
Inn; young people’s secretary, Mrs. C. 
A. Head; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Will Record; and many others. Sonie 
programs have to do with‘ships, music, 
different countries, nature, and with com- 
plete helps to carry out every detail. A 
book to delight the heart of every active 
woman church worker. 


The Harp in the Cave. A novel for 
young people. By Argye M. Briggs. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) The Rev. and Mrs. 
Joseph Wilkins and their four children, 
13-year-old Rosemary, 1l-year-old Carl, 
and the 8-year-old twins, Betty and Dick, 
lived in a half-dug-out prairie house in 
America’s great Southwest. While the 
Rev. Mr. Wilkins ministered to the spir- 
itual needs of the prairie settlers, the 
children lived and grew in a healthful, 
congenial atmosphere. ' What could be 
more exciting than to find a real harp 
in a desert cave, especially since Mother 
had longed for.the children to have some 
means of musical instruction? Then 
there was, in Part ITI, the great mystery 
surrounding the “Indian.” Although In- 
dians had not been seen in that part of 
Texas for years, all the evidence was 
there, and it almost had to be an Indian 
—and it almost was! Parts II and IV 
have to do with the Bishop, whose nick- 
name was Lancelot, a name given to him 
before the children discovered that he 
was “the Bishop.” Young folks from 8 
to 13 years of age will enjoy this novel. 


Introduction to Theology. By John 
Christian Wenger. (Herald Press, Scott- 
dale, Pa., $4.) Here is systematic theol- 
ogy written from a Mennonite viewpoint. 
The author believes in the infallible 
Word, the deity and miraculous acts of 
Christ, His substitutionary atonement, 
and coming again. He sets forth argu- 
ments for particular Mennonite beliefs: 
nonresistance, baptism by affusion, foot- 
washing, the possibility of losing faith, 
and others. He believes in amillennial- 
ism and believes that dispensationalism 
is “a serious departure from Biblical 
truth.” The volume is a scholarly work, 
and as such should be welcomed by those 
who are interested in the views of other 
groups who have a long and blessed his- 
tory in their devotion to the Bible as 
they understand it. 

prilippians—Where Life Advances. 
By Roy L. Laurin. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill, $3.) Anyone who is ac- 


quainted with the author's other vol- 
umes in his “Life” series of commen- 
taries on New Testament books will be 
glad to learn of the availability of this 
one on the.Philippian Epistle. Dr. Lau- 
rin’s style of writing is so stimulating 
and interesting that it makes for easy 
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and enjoyable reading. Here is more 
than mere matter-of-fact statement of 
the meaning of the sacred text. Apt ahd 
abundant use of fresh illustrations, ori- 
ginality of expression, and short, clear 
sentences, combined with sound Scrip- 
tural interpretation, make this an attrac- 
tive and acceptable aid to the under- 
standing of this important, though brief, 
section of the Bible. Those who have yet 
to “discover” Dr. Laurin’s writing will 
be delightfully impressed by his accurate 
analyses and appealing applications as 
they read this carefully outlined, concise, 
and constructive commentary. 


The Holy Spirit: His Gifts and Power. 
By John Owen, D.D. (Kregel Publica- 
tions, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $8.95.) One 
of the outstanding books of all time on 
the subject of the Holy Spirit is this one, 
written about three hundred years ago, 
by the celebrated Puritan preacher and 
expositor. Now available in a fresh, re- 
print edition, it will fully meet the need 
of today’s students for help in the study 
of the person and work of the Spirit of 
God. Divided into four parts, the vol- 
ume at hand presents a learned and spir- 
itual analysis of the names and titles of 
the Spirit, His nature and personality, 
and His varied works and influences. 
Every phase of divine revelation regard- 
ing the third person of the Holy Trinity 
is ably discussed, including the Holy 
Spirit’s relation to the world’s créafion, 
to Christ’s incarnation, and to the sin- 
ner’s regeneration and _ sanctification. 
This skillful treatise is brought to com- 
pletion by the addition of two appendices 
that give extended extracts from two 
other works by Dr. Owen showing re- 
spectively the Holy Spirit’s work in 
prayer and as a Comforter. Here is 
solid, whdlesome meat for the hungry, 
serious student of God’s Word. 


The God-Centered Life—The Proverbs 
of Solomon. By Martin A. Hopkins, 
Th.M., D.D. (May be had from the 
author, Box 351, Athens, Ga., 35 cents.) 
Heré’is a pocket-sized booklet containing 
the full text (American Standard Ver- 
sion) of the Book of Proverbs, topically 
arranged and briefly annotated. There 
are ten chapters on such subjects as 
“Putting God First,” “Making the Home,” 
“Wisdom and Knowledge,” “The Heart 
and Its Issues,” and each is subdivided 
into four to ten points. At the end Dr. 
Hopkins gives “Six Series of Fours,” and 
a list of twenty-two proverbs for special 
study and memory. This is useful. for 
teachers, pastors, and anyone wanting to 
find all the passages in Proverbs on a 
given subject, ¢ . 


The Delights of Life. By V. Raymond 
Edman, Ph.D. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill., $2.) Many readers will re- 
member Dr. Edman’s collectipn of devo- 
tional meditations, “The Disciplines ‘of 
Life” (reviewed in the Tres, Aug. 28, 
1948). This is: a. companion -volume. 
While that dealt particularly with trials 
and hardships, this reminds us of the many 
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things that we as Christians have to be 


thankful for. ‘There are twenty-eight 
short meditations, and the titles are allit- 
erative, for all begin with the letter “D.” 
Each is based on a text of Scripture, and 
every text has the word “blessed” or 
“happy.” But Dr. Edman does not avoid 
the ever-present, subject of trial in this 
collection, for he deals. with such texts 
as these, “Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake” and 
“Blessed is the man whom thou chasten- 
est, O Lord.” In the opinion of this re- 
viewer, the chapter based on this latter 
text and called “Distress” is one of the 
best in this helpful little volume—small 
in format, but rich with heartening les- 
sons for the Christian life. 

Readers who know Dr. Edman person- 
ally can see between the lines the in- 
fluence of his experience as a missionary 
in South America and later as professor 
and president at Wheaton College. 
There are fine poems or hymns at the be- 
ginning of each chapter, dnd Dr. Edman 
makes frequent use of quotations and il- 
lustrations from John Bunyan’s writings. 
One would get the most out of the book 
not by trying to read it through, but by 
keeping it on his desk or bedside table 
and reading thoughtfully one meditation 
a day for twenty-eight days. Dr. Edman’s 
theme is “that true happiness is a mat- 
ter of heart attitude and not of full purse 
and many possessions. It is the gift of 
God, not of mammon.” 


High Peaks in Redemption. By F. J. 
Huegel. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.95.) This is a most 
refreshing and stimulating restudy of the 
great redemption doctrines ‘of our Chris- 
tian faith. It is “dedicated to all spir- 
itual mountain climbers,” and it is just 
as thrilling as that, to have opened up 
glorious vistas of heavenly truths Which 
had been beforetime shrouded in heav- 
enly mists. Mr, Huegel has a rare gift 
of literary expression and any minister 
or Bible teacher will be well repaid by 
a careful study of these pages. 


The Book of Isaiah. By George L. 
Robinson. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) In fifteen stud- 
ies, the reader is led through a difficult, 
yet greatly rewarding book of the Old 
Testament. The author argues for the 
unity of the prophecy—that is, he believes 
that Isaiah the prophet wrote all of it. 
He finds Jesus Christ predicted in Isaiah 
7:14 and in chapter 53. It is not clear 
whether the author believes in a millen- 
nium, because he does not enter into de- 
tails of interpretation. ‘The volume, orig- 
inally published in 1910, was revised in 
1938, and includes also a comment on the 
significance of the Dead Sea scrolls for 
the study of Isaiah. It would be a mis- 
take to call this book a commentary, but 
it is a valuable survey of the entire 
prophecy and, as such, will prove a real 
boon to Bible students. 


(Continued on page 978) 
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“The Immaculate Conception” 
(Continued from page 963) 


It should be stressed that it is the Ro- 
man Church and her leaders who ac- 
knowledge that many of their learned 
and devout theologians opposed the doc- 
trine of the Immaculate Conception. 


PRESENT Pope LaupDs _OPPOSITIONIST 


Among the powerful opponents to the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
mentioned in the foregoing, was “St. Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux,” and seeing this year, 
1954, is being observed by the Roman 
Church as “Marian Year,” with the im- 
maculate conception of Mary specially 
in mind, it is of particular interest to 
read what the present Pope has to say 
regarding one of the strongest oppo- 
nents of this doctrine within the Roman 
Church. The statement is prefaced with 
these words: “. . . His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII in an encyclical letter commem- 
orating the eighth century of the death 
of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, a doctor of 
the Church and one of the most. re- 
nowned saints of the 12th century.” 
Then follows the Pope’s commendation: 


“Sr. BerernarpD’s Doctrine, the Holy 
Father wrote, was taken from the Scrip- 
tures and the Church Fathers. .. , The 
Holy Father went on to describe St. Ber- 
nard’s ‘tender devotion’ to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary” (see the Canadian Register, 
June 20, 1953). ° 
BERNARD’s DOCTRINE FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

We have read, in part, what the Pope 
says about “St. Bernard”; now let us read 
what this “Doctor Mellifluus”. (Honey- 
sweet Doctor, the name given to “St. 
Bernard”) has to say about the Pope’s 
doctrine. For this we will turn to the 
church historian, Dr. Augustus Neander. 
After speaking of the “wilder extrava- 
gances” to which the veneration of the 
Virgin Mary led, he says: 

“For a long time, already, the opinion 
had gained currency that she ought to 
be excepted from the number of human 
beings under the taint of corruption; that 
by a special operation of grace she had 
been preserved immaculate from all sin. 
But now, many were led, on the same 
principle, to take another step, and to 
maintain that the Virgin Mary came into 
the world wholly free from original sin. 
Therefore, many began already to set 
apart for this glorification of the Virgin 
Mary a particular festival—the festival 
of the Immaculate Conception. BUT 
VOICES OF INFLUENCE AND AU- 
THORITY PROTESTED AGAINST 
SUCH AN INNOVATION, and the dogma 
lying at the bottom of it. Canonicals of 
the church at Lyons having introduced 
such a festival, Bernard of Clairvaux 
DECLARED HIMSELF DECIDEDLY 
OPPOSED TO IT (Ep. 173). ‘On the 
same principle,’ he wrote to them, ‘you 
would be obliged to hold that the con- 
ception of her ancestors, in an ascend- 
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ing line, was also a holy one; since other- 
wise, she could not have descended from 
them after a worthy manner—and there 
would be festivals without number... . 
We ought not to attribute to Mary that 
which belongs to one Being alone—to 
him who can make all holy—and being 
himself free from sin, purify others from 
it. Besides him, ALL WHO HAVE DE- 
SCENDED FROM ADAM MUST SAY 
OF THEMSELVES that which one of 
them says in the name of all (Psa. 51:5), 
“In sin did my mother conceive me”’” 
(“General History of the-Christian Re- 
ligion and Church,” by Dr. Augustus Ne- 
ander; vol. iv, p. 331; caps mine). 


“A CaTHoLic Dictionary” ConFiIRMs THIS 

Liguori, Rome’s outstanding teacher on 
“The Glories of Mary,” says of Mary’s 
immaculate conception, that “the learned 
Petavius mainly rests his proofs of the 
truth of this doctrine on the argument 
taken from the general sentiment of the 
faithful” (“The Glories of Mary,” by “St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori, Doctor of the 
Church,” vol. i, p. 318). How strange it 
seems! The Pope takes the general sen- 
timent of the faithful enfolds it in his 
infallible dictum, then gives it back to 
the faithful as an article of the faith, 
to be believed under pain of excommuni- 
cation! : 

According to “A Catholic Dictionary,” 
it is the learned Petavius who empha- 
sizes the stand taken by Bernard of 
Clairvaux, in this statement: 

“ .. Petavius (“De Incarnat,” xiv.2) 
has proved, from ‘other passages in his 
works, Bernard’s opinion to have been 
that THE BLESSED VIRGIN WAS NOT 
CONCEIVED IMMACULATE .~. .” (“A 
Cath. Dict.,” by Addis & Arnold, p. 428). 


KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OPPOSED BY 
CATHOLIC DICTIONARY 

In claiming that Mary was immacu- 
lately conceived, the Knights of Colum- 
bus publish the statement: . iv 

“The doctrine of the Immaculate Con- 
ception ... has been held and taught by 
the Church from the earliest Christian 
era—before the Bible was ever compiled 
into a book” (Advertisement, Macledn’s 
magazine, May 1, 1954). And, in their 
official booklet, dealing with “Mary’s 
Holiness and Freedom From Sin,” they 
claim that “for nineteen and a half cen- 
turies, the Catholic Church has been 
teaching the Christian world the facts 
about Mary—and these facts always have 
been the same.” 

Thus, the Roman Church seeks to-give 
the impression that the immaculate ‘con- 
ception of Mary, and that she was pre- 
served perfectly free from all stain of 
original sin, was the prevailing belief 
frem apostolic times. Turning, however, 
to the “Catholic Dictionary,” we find that 
this was certainly not the prevalent be- 
lief, but that, rather, Bernard’s denial of 
it was prevalent, for in this source of 
Romanist information, we are told: 








November 20, 1954 


“The quotations in Petavius from St. 
Peter Damian, St. Anselm, Peter Lom- 
bard, and others, abundantly prove that 
St. Bernard’s opinion was the prevalent 
one before and during his own age. . . 
But the strongest evidence to the prev- 
alencé of the belief that the Virgin was 
not conceived without sin is supplied by 
Scotus (‘In Lib. III. Sentent, ’d. iii. qu. 1, 
n; 4). He ‘gives his own opinion in 
favour of the Immaculate Conception 
with a timidity which clearly betrays 
his consciousness that THE GENERAL 
OPINION WAS ON THE OTHER SIDE” 
(“A Catholic Dictionary,” by Addis & 
Arnold, pp. 428, 429; caps mine). 

CouncIL oF TRENT. UNCERTAIN. 

That the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception was not the prevalent belief 
is confirmed by the learned and judicious 
divine, Richatd Hooker, who was de- 


scribed by Coleridge as “the consum- ~ 


mate synthesis of understanding and 
sense.” ‘He says, writing within a few 
years of the Council of Trent: 

“ ..I said, ‘They acknowledge all men 
sinners, even the Blessed Virgin, though 
some of them free her from sin.’ Put 
the case I had affirmed, that only some 
of them free her from,sin, and had de- 
livered it as THE MOST CURRENT 
OPINION AMONGST THEM, THAT 
SHE WAS CONCEIVED IN SIN: . 
Andradius (Andradens), whom Gregory 
the Thirteenth ‘hath allowed plainly to 
confess, that it is a matter which neither 
express evidence of Scripture, nor the 
tradition of the Fathers, nor the sentence 
of the Church hath determined .. . finally 
that the Fathers of Trent have not set 
down any certainty about this question, 
but LEFT IT DOUBTFUL AND INDIF- 
FERENT” (“Ecclesiastical Polity,” by 
Richard Hooker, vol. ii, pp, 343, 344; caps 
mine). 

We have noted the great uncertainty 
within the ranks of the Roman Church 
regarding this doctrine; also the lack of 
support from Scripture, and from the 
Fathers; also that the prevailing opinion 
was opposed to the doctrine, and that the 
Council of Trent refused to make pro- 
nouncement upon it; and yet Pope Pius 
IX (Dec. 8, 1854) presumed to cloak all 
this uncertainty with his assumed infal- 
libility, and defined the doctrine as an 
article of the faith, that Mary was im- 
maculate in her conception and pre- 
served from all of original sin, with this 
added, “to be believed by all the faith- 
ful.” 

EXTRAVAGANCE TO EXTRAVAGANCE 

The Knights of Columbus, and others, 
try to minimize the extravagant teach- 
ings of the Roman Church in their publi- 
cations especially prepared for Protes- 
tant consumption. 

The Anger of the Son—the Loving Vir- 
gin.—The Knights of Columbus say, “... 
the Catholic Church never has obliged 
Catholics to invoke the aid of Mary’s 
prayers. ... None is addressed to her” 


’ 
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(see Booklet above). However, in con- 
nection with “The daily offering of loving 
prayer and praise, for every day in the 
week, to the immaculate mother of God,” 
this prayer is given for recitation by 
the faithful: 

“Hail, august queen of peace! hail, 
holiest mother of God! by the sacred 
heart of Jesus thy Son, the Prince of 
peace, grant that his anger may end, and 
that in peace he may reign’over us. Re- 
member, O most loving Virgin Mary! 
that no one ever sought thy meditation 
without obtaining relief. Animated with 
this confidence, I come to thee . . . hear 
and grant my prayer, O clement, O sweet 
Virgin Mary!” (see “The Raccolta,” pub- 
lished by. order of His Holiness Pope 
Pius IX, pp. 220, 221). 

BLASPHEMY UPON BLASPHEMY 

Mary Hears Prayer More Quickly Than 
Jesus.—“St. Anselm, to increase our con- 
fidence, adds that ‘when we have re- 
course to this divine Mother .. . we shall 
be heard more quickly, and be thus prfe- 
served, if we have recourse to Mary and 
call on her holy name, than we should be 
if we called 6n the name of Jesus our 
Saviour’” (“The Glories of Mary,” by 
Liguori, vol. i, p. 133). . 

Redemption in the Hands of Mary.— 
“See, O man, the designs of God, ... 
for, desiring to redeem the whole human 
race, he placed the whole price of re- 
demption in the hands of Mary, that she 
may dispense it at will’” (ibid., p. 106). 

Mary’s Prayers Are Laws for Our 
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Lord.—“And who is ignorant of the 
power of the prayers of Mary with God? 
The law of clemency is on her tongue 
(Prov, xxxi, 26). Each of her prayers is, 
as it were, an established law for our 
Lord, that he should show mercy to all 
for whom she intercedes.” Then, quot- 
ing Bernard, 

“ ... she opens the abyss of the mercy 
of God to whomsoever she wills, when 
she wills, and as she wills; so that there 
is no sinner, however great, who is lost 
if Mary protects him” (ibid., p. 32). 


THE PRE-EMINENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 


While quotations such as the above 
could be multiplied, we shall conclude 
this part of our statement by the direct 
assertions of the Word of God concern- 
ing our Lord and Saviour, “that in all 
things he might have the preeminence” 
(Col. 1:18). 

None Other Name.—“Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12), : 

Praying in Christ’s Name.—“And what- 
soever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glori- 
fied in the Son” (John 14:13). 

Approach Unto God Through Christ.— 
“Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them” (Heb. 7:25).—(All 
Rights Reserved.—J.B.R.) 


(To be continued) 


Christian Books for the Blind 


A Braille circulating library that ministers to blind hearts as well as to blind eyes 


IR-MAIL letters, half covered with 
foreign stamps, asking for books in 
Braille, although frequent, have not 
cezsed to be a delightful novelty in the 
office of the Braille Circulating Library 
(704 W. Grace St. Richmond, Va.). 
Whether the message is scrawled in 
broken English by some kind friend of 
one of our leper-readers in Africa, or 
whether it is perfectly typed by one of 
our more privileged readers, our re- 
action is one of deep gratitude to God 
for the contact. Sometimes the letters 
are in Braille, but usually in English be- 
causé our foreign readers ‘have been 
taught English in mission schools. When 
one in Spanish Braille appears, as they 
do occasionally, we have to dig intogur 
Spanish dictionary... 
In most cases,, these blind persons 
were led to us by the gentle hand of 
some missionary, already apparently 


overloaded with routine, someone who 
is concerned that spiritual light be given 
to the blind. “These requests for the free 
loan of our books are attended to first 
of all, so that the precious packages may 
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be on their way as soon as possible. 
Then after a few weeks, another consign- 
ment is sent to the same reader so that 
he will not have to wait for others until 
his first books have come back to us. 
So, it is as easy to serve a reader in 
China as in Carolina. 

Even the postage on reading matter 
for the blind is nominal, small volumes 
being allowed to go anywhere in the 
world for one cent, and the largest vol- 
ume we have for three cents. All free 
reading matter sent to the blind in the 
United States is franked by our Govern- 
ment. ' 

Such a provision is a boon. to the few 
Christian libraries for the blind in this 
country and to Christian magazines. But 
unscriptural sects are likewise encour- 
aged to circulate their books and maga- 
zines far and wide. Romanists, Chris- 
tian Scientists, Seventh-Day Adventists, 
Russellites, Swedenborgians, and many 
others have not been idle. They are 
eager to teach their doctrines to the 
blind. Many of them have their own 
publishing houses. 
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It was because of this situation that 
James H. McConkey was stirred to in- 
terest a small interdenominational group 
in Richmond in the establishing of the 
Braille Circulating Library. Mr. Mc- 
Conkey’s devotional books still form a 
large percentage of its books. But grad- 
ually the itings of other evangelical 
authors have been added, until now there 
is a variéty ef reading matter—doctrinal, 
devotional, evangelistic, missionary, bio- 
graphical, fiction, and juvenile—each one, 
however, bearing the watermark of the 
Gospel of grace. The correspondence 
department of the Moody Bible Institute 
graciously offered to let us use their 
Bible courses free, if we would send out 
the lessons in Braille. Miss Anna Van- 
der Valk of Hawthorne, N. J., took over 
the transcribing of them. Each lesson is 
Sent out separately in the form of a 
Braille booklet, and the typed answers 
are sent by the students to the Moody 
Bible Institute for correction and credit. 

The first requests for the Introductory 
course came from the States, but when 
Miss Sadie Busse, home from the Phil- 
ippines, heard of it, she realized that 
it was just what she wanted for three 
bright Christian girls in the Philippine 
Islands, who would need every help pos- 
sible during her absence. Similar re- 
quests have come from missionaries in 
Africa who were in touch with blind 
individuals or with schools for the blind, 
Héléne Hugo’s has: brought some happy 
involvements. 

Miss Hugo has charge of a large school 
for the blind in Southern Rhodesia, and 
she was so enthusiastic about the Mc- 
Conkey booklets that she asked for eight 
or ten copies of each title so they could 
be used as reading lessons for the chil- 
dren. Her children are receiving vital 
help from our books, and she is always 
looking out for others who might avail 
themselves of the same privilege. It was 
she who introduced us, by correspond- 
ence, to Peter Goodey in a college for 
the blind in England. He quickly passed 
the news around to his fellow students, 
and he keeps heartening us with his en- 
thusiasm for the books and his abound- 
ing praise of our Lord. 

Frances Alexander of the West Indies 
Mission gave us the name of Oscar Es- 
pinosa in Cuba, and this gave another 
outlet for our Spanish Braille books, Mr. 
Espinosa is a Bible school graduate, one 
who has an insatiable thirst to know his 
Lord better, so he appreciates the value 
of such books as we send. It was good 
to see his radiant face when I visited 
Havana in the spring. Often when he 


is carrying some portion of his Braille: 


Bible on the street, he will stof and be- 
gin to. read. Someone is sure to be at- 
tracted by this, and then others, until a 
fair-sized audience is around him beg- 
ging him to read. The door is opened. 
He reads. He expounds. He evange- 
lizes! 


(Continued “on naga\977)'~ gi 
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2 Lord, hear my voice: 
voice of my supplications. 


shall stand? 
feared. 


do I hope. " 


morning. , : 


thee daily. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
‘WN OUR King James Version, the 
[ Pam are written in prose form, 
so that, unless it is called to their 
attention, many. readers will miss the 
real structure. Take Psalm 86, which is 
part of this week’s lesson. Using the 
words of K.J.V., we shall arrange the 
first four verses in the form which the 
Hebrew intended. 
Bow down thine ear, O Lord, hear me: 
For I am poor and needy. 
Preserve my soul; 

For I am holy: 

O thou my God, save thy servant 

That trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, O Lord: 

For I cry unto thee daily. 
Rejoice the soul of thy servant: 

For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 

soul. 
Notice the five couplets. In each one of 
them the first line makes a plea, and the 
second line offers a reason. This is what 
we call parallelism, and in this case it 
is synthetic parallelism, because in each 
couplet the second line adds something 
to the thought of the first line. There 
are other kinds of parallelism, as, for 
instance, synonymous parallelism, in 
which the second line repeats and en- 
forces the thought of the first. Take 
Psalm 83. 
Keep not thou silence, O God: 
Hold not thy peace, and be not still, 
O God. 
For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: 

And they that hate thee have lifted 

up the head. 

We have no space to deal with other 
forms here. Our purpose is simply to 
show the structure of Hebrew poetry. 
It is not based on meter or rhyme, not 
even on rhythm of language, but on 





THE Kinc -JaMEs VERSION 
Psa. 130:1 Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lorp. 
let thine ears be attentive to the 


4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
5 I wait for the Lorp, my soul doth wait, and in his word 


6 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the 


Psa. 86:3 Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto 
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4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant: 
do I lift up my soul. 
5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plen- 
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LESSON 10. DECEMBER 5. A CRY OUT OF THE DEPTHS 
Psalms 86; 130, printed text, 130:1-6; 86:3-5, 11-13 (In this order) 
Golden Text.—For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.—Psa. 86:5 


for unto thee, O Lord, 


teous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 


3 If thou, Lorp, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who ; ; 
11 Teach me thy way, O Lorp; I will walk in thy truth: 
unite my heart to fear thy name, 
12 I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: 


and I will glorify thy name for evermore. 


13 For great is thy mercy toward me: 
livered my soul from the lowest hell. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


and thou hast de- 


International Council of Religious Education. 


rhythm of thought. Sometimes, as we 
have seen, the same thought is repeated. 
Sometimes the second adds to the first. 
Sometimes the second is the antithesis 
of the first, as in Psalm 1:6. Sometimes 
there will be more than two members 
as in Psalm 1:1. But always there is 
this parallel structure. It would be good 
to read the Psalms in some version which 
makes this clear.’ McFadyen has done 
this in his “The Psalms in Modern 
Speech.” (His approach, however, is lib- 
eral.) Rotherham has also made a good 
offering in this regard in his “Studies in 
the Psalms.” 

The thing to remember in reading the 
Psalms is that we are reading poetry, 
Hebrew poetry, religious poetry, and in- 
spired poetry. There is no better poetry 
‘anywhere, Goethe, Dante, and Shake- 
speare not excepted. The Psalms were 
composed to the music of the lyre. Our 
Psalm tunes were composed to fit the 
words, but originally the words followed 
the music. 

Next week we shall have something 
to say about the inspiration of the 
Psalms. 


Verse by Verse 

Psa. 130:1—“Out of the depths have I 
cried unto thee, O Lord.” It is when men 
get into the depths that they are quickest 
to cry to God. Too often it requires a 
plunge into the abyss of calamity to make 
men think of God at, all. 

Verse 2—“Lord, hear .. , the voice of 
my suwpplications.” The psalmist is not 
calling into empty space. -He knows 
there is an ear to hear, and he seeks the 
attention of that ear. 4 

Verse 3—“If thou, Lord, shouldest 
mark iniquities . . . who shall stand?” 
Not only “who shall stand in his hdly 
place?” as in Psalm 24:3, but who* shall 
even survive? Compare Malachi 3:2, 


So long as the record of sin stands, the 
sinner cannot stand. , 

Verse 4.—“. .. forgiveness... that thou 
mayest be feared.” Here is the grace of 
God, which is the hope of sinners. Notice 
the relation of forgiveness and fear. The 
unforgiven sinner knows nothing of the 
fear of the Lord, and nothing so implants 
and sustains that pure fear as the sense 
of forgiveness. 

Verse 5.—“I wait for the Lord... in 
his word do I hope.” The waiting here 
mentioned is the confident, patient look- 
ing to the Lord—assured that God will 
deliver, but -willing to bide his time. 

Verse 6.—“. .., more than they that 
watch for the morning...” An expan- 
sion of verse 5. The comparison could 
be the watchman on the tower waiting 
to sound the trumpet at the first streak 
of dawn, so finishing his long vigil. Or 
it could refer to one languishing in sleep- 
lessness, longing for morning. Whatever 
the comparison, it is the intensity of the 
watching that is spoken of. 

Verse 7.—“Let Jsrael hope in the Lord 
... there is mercy .. . plenteous redemp- 
tion.” Such waiting on the Lord will not 
be disappointed, so all Israel is sum- 
moned to share the psalmist’s expecta- 
tion, since He will certainly have mercy 
upon His distressed people and redeem 
them from their sore trials, 

Verse 8.—“And he shall redeem Israel 
from all his iniquities.” Since Israel’s 
affil@tions are related to his sins, so his 
redemption from them is related to re- 
demption from his sing. This may have 
been a “captivity” Psalm, but it looks 
to a greater deliverance than that from 
Babylon. 

Psa. 86:3.—“Be merciful ... for I cry 
unto thee daily.” David in distress re- 


members ‘the mercy of God, and is sus- 
tained in prayer by the thought. 
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be sure, but his life is in jeopardy at the 


Lesson for December 5 


Verse 4.—“Rejoice the soul of thy serv- 
ant ...I lift up my soul.” He knows no 
source of joy but in the Lord, so he ‘is 
bent on “making the contact” by lifting 
up his soul to God. 

Verse 5.—“ ... good .. . ready to for- 
give ... plenteous in mercy...” As in 
Psalm 130, deliverance is linked with 
forgiveness. The psalmist does not plead 
his own worthiness, but God’s grace. 

Verses 6-10.—Here David recalls the 
fact that God stands alone as God. He 
does not share Godhood with the gods 
of the heathen, but “thou art God alone.” 

Verse 11.—“Teach me thy way... 
unite my heart to fear thy name.” The 
“way” of the Lord was to David not just 
a doctrine to master intellectually, or a 
philosophy to hold, but a path to walk in. 
See John 7:17. A divided heart cannot 
know the fear of the Lord. 

Verse 12.—“I will praise thee . . . with 
all my heart ... glorify thy name ., .” 
The Psalm began as a cry of anguish, but 
it turns into a shout of praise. The heart 
that is united to fear the Lord is united 
to praise the Lord. 

Verse 13.—“For great is thy mercy... 
from the lowest hell.” In the midst of 
his prayer, David realizes the answer. 
“Hell” here stands for death. The place 
of eternal torment of the wicked is not 
in view. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


During the second World War we were 
often reminded that there were no athe- 
ists in foxholes. Men who had formerly 
lived apart from God lifted their hearts 
and their voices to Him when the hot 
metal was flying or when they found 
themselves on a raft in mid-ocean. The 
“depths” have a way of convincing men. 

If this is true of unbelievers, how much 
more true is it of God’s people. In pros- 
perity we are in danger of forgetting 
Him and keeping Him at a distance, but 
a plunge into the abyss of distress stirs 
a sense of need and restores the contact. 
We must deplore that it is so, and we 
ought to repent of our hardness of heart 
that makes it so, and thank the Heavenly 
Father for those calamities which recall 
us to Himself. 

Both the Psalms in our lesson are cries 
from the depths. Psalm 86 is a prayer 
of David in one of his many times of 
need. Job had his sore trials all in a 
heap, but surely there was no more 
afflicted saint in Old Testament story 
than David. True, many of David’s afflic- 
tions were the fruit of his own sins, but 
what made David a man after God’s own 
heart’was what he did with his sins and 
his afflictions—he brought them to God, 
in repentance over his sins, and in sub- 
missive trust concerning his afflictions. 
The nature of the trouble which called 
forth this Psalm is given in verse 14, 
Whether it was when he fled from Saul, 
or when he fied from Absalom we cannot 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. November 28.—In Time of Trouble. 
Psalms 46; 142 
Next Week's Lesson 


11. December 12.—Yearning for the 
Living God ...Psalms 42; 84; 102:25-27 








hands of violent and ungodly men who 
hate him. See how he casts himself upon 
God’s mercy (v. 3), as one who needs 
forgiveness (v. 5). See, too, how his 
contemplation of God (vs. 8-11) so re- 
assures him that he bursts into praise 
and sees the answer to his prayer as 
already given (v. 13). It is wonderful 
how, when we get our eyes off our dis- 
tresses and get them fixed on God, our 
fears vanish, and we rejoice in hope. 
Psalm 130, while spoken in the singu- 
lar, is really a national Psalm, appar- 
ently from the time of the captivity in 
Babylon, but when hope was stirring 
that deliverance was at hand. Once 
again, the affliction is linked with sin, 
and the cry for deliverance is accom- 
panied by a confession of sin, and an 
assurance that God is a God of mercy 
and forgiveness. As in Psalm 86, it is 
contemplation of God that stirs hope and 
assurance. Since He is a pardoning God, 
Israel can wait for Him with the same 
eagerness and positive assurance as a 
watchman waits for the earliest glimmer- 
ings of the morning. Even as the morn- 
ing does not fail the watcher, so God will 
not mock His trusting people. His mercy 
and redemption, are sure. So did this 
watchman of Israel reason and sing, and 
his hope was not in vain. These “songs* 
of degrees” tell us that Israel’s Baby- 
lonish captivity ended, and the Temple 
reared its towers once more. There are 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW does Hebrew poetry differ from 
western poetical forms? 

2. How is variety secured in the He- 
brew poetical form? 

3. To what period does Psalm 130 be- 
long? 

4. When are men most eager to call 
upon God? 

5. Is the questior of Psalm 130:3 more 
nearly related to Psalm 24:3 or to Mala- 
chi 3:2? 

6. How does forgiveness produce fear? 

7. What are the two marks of the 
“waiting” spoken of in Psalm 130:5, 6? 

8. In what sense are waiting for the 
Lord and watching for the morning syn- 
onymous? 

9. What corridor leads from. despera- 
tion to expectation? 

10. What was David’s particular in- 
terest in the “way” of the Lord? 

(Answers on page 976) 
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watchmen on the walls of Zion today 
looking for a greater morning, when Is- 
rael’s long captivity will end in the com- 
ing of Him whom they once pierced, but 
whose blood will yet be for them “a 
fountain opened . , . for sin and for un- 
cleanness” (Zech. 13:1). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Desperation (Psa. 86: 1-4; 130:1, 2) 

2. Contemplation (Psa. 86:5-11; 130:3, 4) 
3. Expectation (Psa, 86:12-17; 130:5-8) 


Topics for Development 

Forgiveness and Fear. Psalm 130:4 is 
a strange verse. We should have writ- 
ten, “But there is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be loved,” or “trusted,” 
or “thanked”—anything but “feared.” 
For why fear when there is forgiveness? 
On the other hand, why not fear the only 
One who can dispense forgiveness, and 
whose forgiveness is our only hope? 
Milton, in “Paradise Lost,” has Satan say, 

“So farewell hope, and, with hope, 

farewell fear.” 

Where there is no hope, there is no value 
in fear, but where there is hope, fear will 
help us to realize it. Besides all that, the 
fear of the Lord is not cringing terror or 
paralyzing panic. It is a profound, rev- 
erential awe, coupled with willing sub- 
mission and trust. Now it is not God's 
might, or God’s majesty, or God's right- 
eousness alone that produce such godly 
fear in us. What finally makes us stand 
in awe of God is His mercy, His grace, 
His forgiveness. Who can know his sin, 
and God’s pardoning grace, and be void 
of a strange and wonderful fear in the 
presence of such a divine transaction? 
There is a fear which accompanies hate, 
and it is as foul ds its companion. But 
“the fear of the Lord is clean,” because 
it comes with cleansing. 


Watching for the Morning. The psalm- 
ist declared that he waited for the Lord 
“more than they that watch for the 
morning” (Psa. 130:6): We both wait for 
the Lord and watch for the morning, 
and they are one and the same. It is true 
that we wait for the Lord in the same 
sense that the psalmist did, when our 
hearts are distressed with much afflic- 
tion, but in a larger, more ultimate sense 
also we wait for Him—“looking for that 
blessed hope, and-the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13). He is the “day- 
spring” (Luke 1:78), the “bright and 
morning star” (Rev. 22/16), the “Sun of 
righteousness” who rises with healing in 
His wings (Mal. 4:2). His appearing is 
the morning of the endless day for all 
His redeemed ones. The temptations, the 
failures, the conflicts, the sofrows, the 
disappointments, the trials which afflict 
us all the days of our earthly pilgrimage 
will then be over. So our waiting for 
the Lord has taken on this new, ultimate 
aspect, and we are indeed watching for 
the morning, believing that it cannot be 
much longer delayed. " 
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Practical Applications 

When you are down, look up. 

The -distance between the depths 
where you are and the heights where 
God is, is just the distance of a cry. 

“In his*hand are the deep places of 
the earth” (Psa. 95:4). If you are in the 
depths, know that you are “in his hand.” 

The way from the depths to the heights 
is contemplation of the Lord Himself. 
Think of the depths and you will stay 
down; think of Him, and you will rise. 

Your troubles may not be directly 
caused by your sins, but they should call 
our sins to remembrance that we may 
realize the pardoning grace of God. 

Look for the morning, and you will not 
dwell in the night, 


Golden Text 
Psa. 86:5.—“. .. good . . . ready to for- 
give ... plenteous in mercy |...” Two 


aspects of God’s goodness are here in 
view—His grace, seen in forgiveness of 
the sinner, and His mercy, shown to the 
distressed who call upon Him. “This 
God is our God” (Psa, 48:14). How 
much do we know of His grace and 
mercy? And do we give thanks? 
Etmuourst, ILL. 
V3 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 
“One Day When Heaven Was Filled With 
His Praises” 

“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” 
“Come, Every, Soul by Sin Oppressed” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 

gracious Heavenly Father, how glad we 
are that Thou art ready to forgive and 
art plenteous in mercy to all fhat call 
upon Thee. We need Thy pardon, Lord, 
for our sins have come between us and 
Thee. But we acknowledge our trans- 
gressions and ask Thee, for Thy Son’s 
sake, to pardon us, cleanse us, and re- 
new a right spirit within us. So may 
we go out forgiven and strengthened to 
overcome our temptations. Bless our 
study today to each of us and use Thy 
Word, wherever it is declared, to turn 
sinners to the Saviour and establish Thy 
people in trust and obedience. , Show 
Thy mercy to all tried and tested souls, 
and such as are afflicted in body. Revive 
Thy Church, purge our land of evil, 
spread the Gospel to all peoples, and 
hasten the kingdom reign of our Lord, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—People can get very 
cast down, even to the depths of despair, 
by feeling troubled over their sins. It 
is better to feel troubled over our sin 
than be carelessly hardhearted and in- 
different. But it is not good to continue 
troubled and distressed about sin when 
to us God has sent 

The joyful news of sins forgiven, 

Of peace with God and hope of Heaven. 


The psalmist says, “Out of the depths 
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have I cried unto thee,” as though his 
sins had been depressing him, but before 
he finishes the Psalm he is out of the 
depths and rejoicing in God’s forgive- 
ness. “If thou, Lord, shouldest mark 
iniquities,” he says, “O Lord, who shall 
stand?” If God kept holding their sins 
against men, who could stand before 
Him? All would be condemned as un- 
fit for His presence and His service. But 
God is not like that, severely holding 
our sins against us. No, “there is for- 
giveness with thee,” the Psalm goes on, 
“that thou mayest be feared”—that the 
godly and Christian life might be pos- 
sible to us. God forgives readily those 
who turn from sin'to Him. As our Gol- 
den Text says, He is “good, and ready 


FORSixe SIN 


to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto 
all them that call upon” Him. 

If you are cast down over your sins; 
turn to God, confess all to Him, seek 
His pardon, and He will bestow it, for 
He is good and ready to forgive. Just 
lately a Christian boy said to me, “It’s 
wonderful the peace that comes into your 
heart when you go to the Lord about 
some sin that troubles you, confess it, 
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and get His forgiveness.” The look of 
joy on his face showed he knew what 
he was talking about. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” 

Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“Out of the depths have I cried unto 
thee...” (Psa. 130:1).—Prayers directed 
sto God from the hearts of persons in the 
depths of conscious sin, of sorrow, or of 
suffering are both fervent and effectual. 
The Scriptures record many instances 


+ of those who cried to the Lord out of the 


depths of human helplessness, e.g., the 
sailors on the stormy sea (Psa. 107:23- 
28); King Hezekiah. in jis pining illness 
(Isa. 38:9-21); Jonah in his desperate 
plight (Jonah 2); King Manasseh in his 
deep affliction (2 Chron. 33:11-13); and 
the psalmist, David, in his excruciating 
sufferings which were typical of the un- 
precedented sufferings of our Lord and 
Saviour (Psa. 69). 

Our Psalm. also has a prophetic ap- 
plication; for the faithful remnant of 
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Lesson for December 5 


Israel shall cry out of the depths of 
their multiplied sorrows, and shall be 
heard, and delivered (Hos, 5:15; Isa. 65: 
24), 

Who of us, who are the Lord’s, has not 
known what it is to cry to Him out of 
the depths of conviction of sin, and the 
realization of helplessness to change 
the condition? 

We have not all sinned in the same 
manner, nor to the same degree; but we 
have “turned every one to his own way” 

. (Isa. 53:6). Hence, we can, with the 
spirit and with the understanding sing: 
I was sinking deep in sin, 
Far from the ‘peaceful shore, 
Very deeply stained within, 
Sinking to rise no more; 
But the Master of the sea 
Heard my despairing cry, 
From the waters lifted me, 
Now safe am I! o 

“If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniqui- 
ties .. . who shall stand?” (Psa. 130:3.) 
The Lord sees and knows all our per- 
versities, but He does not seal them up 
in a bag (Job 14:17) and say the bag is 
not to be opened until the judgment day. 
For, if He acted thus, no one would 
stand acceptable before Him—for all 
have come short of His standard (Rom. 
3:23). 

A writer whose commentary is long 
since out of print says about this verse: 
“Suppose the Lord seated on His throne 
of inflexible righteousness, taking notes, 
with a pen in His hand, of the transgres- 
sions which are proven against us. Noth- 
ing is omitted. Every sin is marked 
down with its peculiar aggravations. 
There is no possibility of escape from the 
deserved condemnation. The evidence 
against us is clear, and copious, and 
overwhelming. A thousandth part of it 
is sufficient to determine our doom. The 
Judge has no alternative but to pro- 
nounce the awful sentence. We must 
die a felon’s death.” 

“But there is forgiveness with thee...” 
(Psa. 130:4).—What a comforting ,con- 
junction! “But there is forgiveness!” 
“Thousand, thousand praises be, Lord of 
glory, unto Thee.” Was it not Plato who 
said: “God may be able to forgive sins, 
but I do not know how”? That philoso- 
pher was thinking only of God’s inflex- 
ible holiness and justice, as in the verse 
just considered. 

We know how God forgives sins, for 
we have the-New Testament in our pos- 
session. God does nothing at the ex- 
pense of His justice and righteousness. 
He found a “Ransom,” a voluntary “Sin- 
Bearer” upon whom He laid the “ini- 
quity of us all” (Isa, 53:6). “Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures” 
and rose “for our justification.” Now 


the good news is that “whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remission of 
sins” (Acts 10:43). 

What a relief of mind it must be to a 
person who has grievously sinned against 
a loved one—or ones—and who has fled 
‘in shame, to pick up the home-town 
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‘ 
paper, and while perusing the “Personal”. 
column, find an appeal like this: “A.B.C., 
please come home. All is forgiven!” 
Signed, “D.E.F.” 

“... that thou mayest be feared” (Psa. 
130:4). When the Lord graciously for- 
gives us our sins, it is with the object of 
causing us to stand in awe of Him—to 
reverence and worship Him. The fear 
in this text is not slavish fear but a fear 
of losing one glance of love, fear of losing 
one word of kindness, fear of not pleas- 
ing Him enough. 

John Bunyan said in his quaint way: 
“These were good words to me, espe- 
cially the latter part thereof; to wit, 
that there is forgiveness with Thee that 
Thou mayest be feared; that is, as then 
I understood it, that He might be loved 
and had in reverence; for it was thus 
made out to me, that the great God did 
set so high an esteem upon the love of 
His poor creatures, that rather than He 
would go without their love, He would 
pardon their transgressions.” 

“ .. 1 say, more than they that watch 
for the morning” (Psa. 130:6). “It is not 
the common watch that is here alluded 
to,” says Dr. Whedon, “but the Levitical 
watch in the Temple, which were sent 
to discover and announce the first 
streaks of day, in order that the priests 
might know when to order the morning 
sacrifice.” 

“Agreeably to this explanation is the 
Chaldee: ‘My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than the keepers of the morning 
vigils, which they observe for the offer- 
ing of the morning oblation’” (Phillips). 

,it is a watch of love, and confidence 
and cheerful hepe. 

“ _.. with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion” (Psa, 130:7).—It is not to be won- 
dered at that Martin Luther ranked this 
among the best of the Psalms, and de- 
nominated it and Psalms 32, 51, 143, 
“Pauline Psalms.” He explained that 
these Psalms reveal the fact that redemp- 
tion is the enjoyed portion of all who 
believe without having any works of the 
Law to offer—just as the Apostle Paul 
taught. . 

“.. plenteous in mercy unto all them 
that call upon thee” (Psa. 86:5).—The 
Lord is essentially good; and does good 
unto all His creatures, but especially in 
reference to the undeserving that de- 
sire His- favor, and call upon Him in 
faith for it. 

Then boldly let our faith address 

His mercy and His power; 
We shall obtain delivering grace 
In each distressing hour. 
Wawona, CALir. 
we 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in .all departments: 

press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, * 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are two instances 

recorded in the Bible where God 
heard and wonderfully answered the 
voice of a small boy. One of them was 
young Samuel in the Temple when he 
Said, “Speak; for thy servant heareth” 
(1 Sam, 3:10). The other was when a 
boy perishing with thirst cried out from 
the bushes in the wilderness where his 
grief-stricken mother had left him to die. 
“And God heard the voice of the lad” 
(Gen, 21:17). 

Today’s lesson in. the Psalms shows 
how a person in trouble’ can be assured 
that our Heavenly Father is ready to 
hear and answer his call for help. “For 
thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all 
them that call upon thee” (Psa. 86:5). 

All through God’s Word you will find 
the evidence of His concern for young 
people. “Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them” (Eccles. 12:1). Jesus called litjle 
children to Him and blessed them, and 
He rebuked the disciples for trying to 
hold them back (Matt. 19: 13-16). 

If you should learn that the President 
was taking a special personal interest in 
you and had invited you to visit him at 
the White House for an interview, it 
would be difficult to keep you from fak- 
ing the first available means of making 
that visit. Or, if the governor of your 
state should send word to you that he 
would like to talk to you (about some- 
thing, no matter what) you would lose 
no time walking up the steps of the 
state capitol. It is far more wonderful 
that the Heavenly Father’s ear is open 
to you. More than that, He actually 
wants to talk with you. Jesus said to 
parents, “If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?” (Matt. 7:11.) Per- 
haps you have never realized how ready 
God is to listen to your needs and to 
supply them, 

My uncle was old and I thought he 
was stern in his manner. I was afraid 
of him. He had a new pocketknife and 
had laid his old one on the chimney 
shelf. I looked at that old knife. many 
times and longed for it. Uncle had no 
further use for it; he had discarded it, 
but I was afraid to ask him for it. One 
day he came upon me by surprise as I 
was looking at the knife. “Did you want 
that, son?” he said as he laid his hand 
upon my shoulder. I nearly jumped out 
of my skin, for I had not heard him ap- 
proach. Want it? Why, I would give 
anything for it. He took the knife from 
the shelf and handed it to me, saying 
rather reproachfully, “Why didn’t you 
ask me for it, my boy?” 
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“... all [things] are yours; and ye are 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Con 
3:22, 23). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 


MISSIONARY once showed a large 

colored poster to our Sunday school. 
It was, divided into four panels, each of 
a different scene. The first picture 
showed a Chinese down in the bottom of 
a deep pit which represented sin. He 
was imploring someone to help him out. 
Standing by the side of the pit were a 
Buddhist priest and a Taoist priest. 
They were telling him that he should 
not have fallen in, but they were making 
no attempt to help him out. The next 
panel showed*the man still in the pit, 
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looking more distressed than ever. A 
Confucianist scholar was standing at the 
top, reading rules of good conduct to 
him, but making no move to help him 
out. The third scene showed a large 
cross standing right beside the pit. A 
Christian missionary, himself held secure 
by the cross, was reaching down to pull 
the man out. The fourth and last scene 
showed the man now brought up out of 
the pit, standing with radiant face 
preaching the Gospel. There are many 
different religions in the world, but there 
is only one with a solution to the prob- 
lem of sin, and that is Christianity. 
Buddha could not forgive sins, neither 
could Confucius, nor any other religious 
leader, but the living God can! He for- 
gives all who come to Him by faith in 
Christ, repenting of their sins. 

In our two previous lessons from the 
Psalms we have learned that God is the 
source of all good gifts, and that He is 
a wonderful refuge in time of trouble. 
Our two Psalms this morning tell more 
about our wonderful God. Let us read 
Psalm 130 in unison, and, as we do so, 
let us see what else it reveals about God. 
(There is forgiveness with Him, and 
mercy, and redemption.) God is the 
only one who can do something for the 
sinner: He can forgive him because of 
what the Lord Jesus did on the cross of 
Calvary. Man deserves eternal punish- 
ment for his gins, but God offers to show 
him mercy if he will accept God’s plan 
of redemption. What is the “plenteous 
redemption” God offers, of which we 
read in verse 7? It is salvation first of 
all from the penalty of sin. We deserved 
to go to hell for our sins, but Christ bore 
the penalty so that God can now forgive 
our sins and take us to Heaven when we 
leave this world. God’s redemption is 
also great enough to save us from the 
power of sin. Every renewed heart 
longs to stop sinning, not just to escape 
hell, but because the new nature hates 
sin. A teen-age girl was discouraged 
about her Christian life. She said, “I 
don’t know what to do. My Christian 
life is nothing but sinning and repenting 
over and over again. I lose my temper, 
then I am sorry and confess it to the 
Lord, but just a short time later I am apt 
to get angry again and say something I 
should not. I guess I can’t help it. I 
was born with a quick temper.” 

Her Christian friend answered, “You 
may have been born the first time with 
a quick temper, but don’t-forget that you 
have been born again!” 

A Christian can keep from sinning. 
God has delivered us from the power of 


+ sin just as truly as He has delivered us 


from the penalty. If Satan can make us 
believe that we cannot help sinning, he 
has an easy victory. A man once held 
up a train and took a lot of valuables 
from the passengers before they discov- 
ered that his gun was not loaded! When 
the Lord Jesus saved us we were “de- 
livered . . . from the power of darkness” 
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(Col. 1:13). The way to keep from sin- 
ning is to feed the new nature instead of 
the old one. The new nature does not 
sin, When we sin, we are allowing the 
old nature to control us.. We don’t need 
to do this. If we are growing Christians, 
that is, Christians whose new natures are 
growing stronger and stronger, we will 
be less and less apt to yield to the old 
nature. 

The Christian girl of whom I spoke a 
few minutes ago really wanted victory 
over sin, but she had been making the 
mistake of feeding her old nature in- 
stead of the new one. The Lord showed 
her that the books she was reading were 
strengthening her old nature and weak- 
ening the new one. She asked the Lord 
to make her willing to stop reading 
books of that sort, and He did. She 
even*stopped before she finished the 
book she was reading at that time, 
though that cost her quite a struggle. 
She began to read her Bible more and to 
read Christian books which would help 
her to grow spiritually. She got such a 
complete victory over her former quick 
temper that most of the friends she now 
has could not imagine that she ever had 
one! 

Now let us turn to Psalm 86. This 
Psalm was written by David. Read the 
first seven verses. How often did David 
pray? (Daily.) What verse shows that 
David knew God’s mercy and forgive- 
ness? (v. 5.) Of what Psalm does verse 
7 remind you? (One we read last Sun- 
day.) Yes, that was Psalm 142, I believe, 
David prayed to God in the day of his 
trouble in full confidence that He would 
answer, and He did. 

Read verses 11-13 of this same. Psalm. 

These three verses are well worth mem- 
orizing. It is a good plan to pray every 
day, “Teach me thy way, O Lord,” and 
“unite my heart to fear thy name.” 
When these prayers are answered, our 
hearts will be filled with praises to God. 
We'll praise Him forevermore because of 
His great mercy, which has truly deliv- 
ered our souls from the lowest hell. 
More than that, He is going to save us 
from the presence of sin! When He 
comes and takes us away from this sin- 
ful world’ to His glorious mansions in 
Heaven, we will live ever after among 
holy, happy, redeemed people, never 
again having to endure the presence of 
sin. Sin will never be allowed to enter 
Heaven, although it will be full of people 
who once were sinners but whose sins 
“have been forgiven, who have been 
cleansed from sin, and finally even de- 
livered from the presence of sin! Will 
you be among that number? Oh, I hope 
to meet every one'of you there! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


How many Christians go mourning, 
and lose joy, strength, and opportunities 
of helping others, because they do not 
hold God’s faithfulness!—Hudson Taylor. 
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Lesson for December 5 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When a King Did Wrong (Psa. 86:3-5, 11-18) 


We. LEARNED many rules’ from 
Proverbs. What are some of them? 
Do you know God’s Ten Great Rules— 
the Ten Commandments? (List them in 
brief form.) Which ones do children 
disobey? The seventh is for fathers and 
mothers, married people, that they 
should not take anyone else’s wife or 
husband to be theirs. But the great 
King David disobeyed. Although he had 
many wives, he fell in love with a beau- 
tiful woman. Her husband was away in 
the army, and David brought her to the 
palace for a while. But secret sins are 
hard to keep hidden, and after a time 
David realized that he must get rid of 
her husband or there would be trouble. 
So he sent orders to the general of his 
army to put the husband in the front 
line of battle where he would surely be 
killed. Then as soon as the funeral and 
mourning were over, David married the 
lovely lady. 

But, in trying to cover up one sin, 
David had broken another Command- 
ment. He thought that sin was all cov- 
ered up, too. People cannot help being 
killed in battle. It was not hidden from 
God, though. God sent Nathan to tell 
David a story of a rich man who took, a 
poor man’s only lamb and killed it for 
dinner. How angry David was at that 
man! “He shall pay back four lambs, and 
be put to death.” “You are the man!” 
All at once David saw his sin in God’s 
sight. He had murdered a man! He had 
taken another man’s wife! He knew he 
deserved to be put to death for both 
those sins. How sorry he was then! 
Right off he confessed his sin. God for- 


gave him. But there was punishment - 


and disgrace. People could not respect 
a king who had done such things. Their 
first ‘baby died. Some of the king’s 
sons became murderers. One of them 
took some of his father’s wives. David's 
songs of sorrow for his sins are in the 
Psalms, 

Another time David got proud and 
coveted more soldiers to conquer more 
countries and make himself more famous. 
But before he had counted all the men in 
the country who could fight, he saw that 
sin. Right off he confessed it. 
angel of the Lord killed thousands of 
men, and the once proud king now cried 
and begged God not to punish them but 
to punish him, 

I don’t know when Psalm 86 was writ- 
ten—perhaps at one of these times. We 
might put it in easy words: 

O Lord, listen to me! Answer me! 

For I am in trouble and bad off. 

Keep me safe because I love God. 

You are my God. Save Your servant 
who trusts in You. 

Lord, be kind to me 

Because I call to You all day long. 


But the * 
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Make Your servant’s heart happy 

Because I bring my heart to You, Lord. 

‘Lord, You are good and forgiving, 

And very, very kind to everyone who 
calls to You. ... 

Lord, teach me Your way. I will walk 

in Your truth. 

Make my whole heart to fear Your 

name, 

O Lord, my God, I thank You with all 

my heart! 

I will give glory to Your name forever. 

For Your kindness to me is great. 

You have saved my life from the deep- 

est hell, 

Were you rude to your mother this 
morning? Did you covet something your 
brother had and snatch it from him? 
We have made books for others. We 
need a book for ourselves when we have 
been disobedient. We need the Memory 
Verse promise (Psa, 86:5). Psalm 51:1- 
3, 7, 9-11 has some of David’s prayers we 
can use. Psalm 32:1-5 tells how David 
felt after he was forgiven. The next 
time you do wrong, be sorry right off. 
Go to your room or somewhere by your- 
self, and tell God about it. Read your 
book of verses. It will not stop all the 
punishment you deserve, but it will 
make your heart close to God again, and 
you will feel glad inside as David did. 
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The IItustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
We Are His!—For thou, Lord, art goog, 

and ready to forgive: and plenteous in 
mercy (Psa. 86:5, Golden Text). A good 
father had a son who was shaming him 
by his evil behavior. An acquaintance 
met him and inquired how the lad was 
doing. “Very badly,” he replied; “worse 
than ever.” “I wonder,” said the other, 
“you stand it. If he were mine, I would 
turn him out and have done with him.” 
“Yes,” was the answer, “and so would I, 
if he were yours. But, you see, he’s not 
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yours; he’s mine.” Love clings to the 
vilest, and will not let him go, grieving 
for him, and going to any length in toil 
and sacrifice for his redemption. And 
this is the discovery of our Father's 
heart. He is ever ready to forgive, and 
plentedus in mercy.—From the British 
Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. Prize illustratién. 


Rainbows on the Other Side.—Out of 
the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord 
(Psa. 130:1). A tourist writes of stop- 
ping at Giesbach to look at the wonders 
of its waterfalls. The party had to pass 
over one of the falls on a slender 
bridge through the drenching waters, 
with the wild torrents dashing beneath. 
It was a trying experience, But once 
through, a glorious picture burst upon 
them. There were rainbows above, be- 
neath, and circling on all sides. So the 
spray of sorrow falls now, and we may 
have to walk through floods and pitiless 
torrents, and all may seem a strange, in- 
explicable mystery. But there will come 
a time when we shall have passed 
through these showers of grief, and 
when we shall stand amid the splendor 
of rainbows on the shores of Glory. Then 
we shall understand, and see love in 
every pang and tear.—From “Week-Day 
Religion,” by Dr. J. R. Miller. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Other Blessed Alternative.—There 
is forgiveness with thee (Psa. 130:4). A 
Roman Catholic told the following story 
to a friend of mine. “A priest,” he said, 
“blamed a young woman for not coming 
to confession for a long time, and when 
she came, he asked her for her sins of 
yesterday, last week, last month, the last 
year. Again and again she said, ‘I have 
none.’ Then, said the priest, ‘You are 
either a great saint or an awful liar.’” 
“But,” said my friend, “there is another 
alternative. She may have confessed her 
sin to the Lord Jesus Himself and found 
full forgiveness, for His blood cleanses 
from all sin.”"—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Why He Returned.—For unto thee, O 
Lord, do I lift up my soul (Psa. 86:4). 
A little lad in central Africa had 
learned to read the New Testament in 
the mission school. Some time later, the 
Roman Catholic fathers persuaded him 
to be baptized into the Roman Catholic 
Church. They gave him a medal to wear, 
on which was a representation of the 
virgin. “It will be easier for you to pray 
when you look at that,” they said, “and 
the mother of Jesus will pray to her 
Son for you.” Several months passed 
and the boy returned to the evangelical 
mission. Asked the reason why he did 
not go to the Catholics, he said, “I read 
in the Gospels that Mary lost Jesus when 
she was on a journey; so I thought, if 
she forgot her own little boy, she will 
surely forget me. So I am going to pray 
straight to Jesus."—From the Christian 
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Lesson for December 5 


Digest. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. 

Plowing Straight Furrows.—Teach me 
thy way, O Lord (Psa, 86:11). He was 
a good farmer; the furrows in the ‘field 
he was plowing stretched like railway 
tracks to the fence a quarter of a mile 
away. “How‘do you make such straight 
furrows?” I asked. “You see that slender 
pole with a white rag tied to the top of 
it? Well, I set that pole at the point 
where I want my furrow to end. If I 
keep my eye upon it all the way across, 
I can make the furrows almost as straight 
as a crow can fly; if you get a crook in 
the first one, the rest have to follow it, 
for the guiding wheel of the plow runs 
in the old furrow. Get your first one 
Straight and the rest will be straight, 
too.” I reflected that as much depends 
on the first furrow in life as on the first 
furrow in the field. As I looked back 
over my life and saw in it the many 
stretches of crooked plowing, and re- 
membered that they all began with a 
crooked furrow, I despaired of making 
it like the field of the plowman. Then I 
remembered the slender pole with its 
fluttering white flag, and again heard 
the plowman saying, “I keep my eye up- 
on it all the way across.” Now I under- 
stand. The crooked furrow had come 
when my eyes were not on Christ. I re- 
solved that, God helping me, I would 
plow my furrow straight from thereon, 
and that I would do it looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of my faith.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Nena T. 
Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 

Glad To Be Like Him.—I will praise 
thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart 
(Psa. 86:12). Sometimes, under the 
stress of special need, éven little children 
are. given to know the power of glory- 
ing under tribulation. During the Boxer 
uprising in China, Archibald Glover was 
fleeing with his family to the coast. In 
the course of this extraordinary journey, 
they spent a night in an old broken the- 
ater, where along with murderous vaga- 
bonds, they lay on the stone floor, com- 
panions of cold, vermin, 4nd unspeakable 
filth. After a night of great wretched- 
ness, little-five-year-old Hedley speaks: 
“Father, dear.” “What is it, darling 
boy?” “I think Jesus must have slept 
in a place like this when He had no- 
where to go.” “Yes, darling, I think it 
very likely.” “Then we ought to be 
glad we are like Jesus, oughtn’t we?” 
Such glorying in tribulation would make 
the Lord Jesus look down with unutter- 
able tenderness upon His distressed 
child.—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Case Closed Against All Argument.— 
Great is thy mercy toward me (Psa. 86: 
13). He “pardoneth‘iniquity.” Itis... 
the exercise of the royal prerogative. 
Here, in her beautiful drawing room, is 
Queen Victoria, a girl of eighteen, A 
‘few hours earlier, at dead of night, the 
Lord Chamberlain and the Archbishop 


* in a condemned cell, awaiting the hour 
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of Canterbury had broken upon her 
slumbers to inform her that the king 
had died and that she had succeeded to 
the throne. And now Lord Melbourne 
has arrived with a budget of papers, all 
of which require her attention, and some 
her signature. Among them are some 
documents relating to a wretched man, 
who, convicted of a terrible crime, lies 
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young queen, shrinkingly. “I fear that 
is so,” replies the statesman, “unless 
your Majesty desires to exercise your 
royal prerogative of mercy!” ... She 
asks him to explain, and, finding to her 
delight that she has it in her power to 
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pardon the guilty wretch, she announces 
that, as. an expression of the spirit in 





which she desires to rule, she will, on 
this first occasion, avail herself of her 
authority; and shé writes the word “Par- 
doned” across the paper before her. That 
was the end of it. There is no further 
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question of guilty or not guilty. Nothing 
further need be said of aggravating or 
exténuating circumstances. The ease is 
closed against all argument. There can 
be no appeal against a royal prerogative. 
He “pardoneth iniquity.".—From F, W. 
Boreham, in Christian Digest. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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*@ To spiritually hungry souls, Dr. Tozer says, 
“What God in His sovereignty may yet do on 
a world-scale | do not claim to know; but what 

He will do for the plain man or woman who 

seeks His face | believe | do know and can 
tell others.” If you are one of the 

hungry ones, this book was meant 
for you. 


CLOTH BOUND $1.50 


by Dr. A. W. Tozer 


THE 
DIVINE CONQUEST 


@ Only really satisfied Christians are happy 
Christians. Dr. Tozer points out that much of 
our dissatisfaction as believers stems from a 
wrong understanding of who and what God 
really is. This book will help you rethink your 
concept of God and enjoy a new and wonder- 
ful intimacy with Him — an inti- 
macy which will bring to your 
life abounding joy and peace. 
CLOTH BOUND 
$1.50 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ETTY was in trouble. 

This is what had happened: It was 
getting near Christmas time and Miss 
Holland, her schoolteacher, had already 
received a large stack of lovely Christ- 
mas cards. Now if Betty liked anything 
at all, it was Christmas cards. She loved 
to look at them. She loved to handle 
them. It was fun to rub the fuzzy pic- 
tures. Betty loved Christmas cards! 
And Miss Holland had loads of them. 

She’d never miss just one card, Betty 
thought. So, after everyone had gone 
home from school and while Miss Hol- 
land was out of the room, Betty picked 
up the prettiest one—the one that had 
dear little soft pussy cats poking their 
heads out of fuzzy, red Christmas stock- 
ings. Clutching it tightly, Betty ran 
home. 

“Look what I’ve got, Mother!” she 
announced breathlessly the minute she 
got home. 

Mother looked at the pretty card. 
“Where ever did you get such a pretty 
card, honey?” she asked. 

“I took it off Miss Holland’s desk.” 
Betty didn’t seem the least bit embar- 
rassed! 

“Did she say you could have it?” 
Mother wanted to know. 

. “Oh, I didn’t ask her. I just took it 
when she wasn’t there,” Betty replied. 

“Why, Betty!” Mother exclaimed, 
“that’s stealing. You know better than 
to do such a thing. What made you do 
that?” 

“Miss Holland had so many cards, 
Mother, I was sure she wouldn’t miss 
just one of them. That’s why I took it.” 

“You hurry right back to school this 
minute. Take the card to Miss Holland 
and tell her what you’ve done. And be 
sure to tell her you’re sorry. Now 
hurry!” 

There was no use for Betty to cry or 
to make a scene. When her mother 
spoke, Betty knew she had to obey. Or 
she would have a painful time sitting 
down for a long time to come! 

The two blocks back to school seemed 
more like two hundred miles to Betty. 
She trudged wearily along the same path 
that she had only a few minutes before 
flown over. 

She dragged out the journey, hoping 
that Miss Holland would be gone when 
she finally did get back to school. She 
tiptoed into the classroom. “Why hello, 


Betty.” Her teacher was there and 
greeted her at once. “Did you want 
something?” 


Betty broke out in tears. After a long, 
long time she finally sobbed out the 
whole awful story to her teacher. “And 
I’m awfully, awfully sorry. I didn’t mean 
to steal. Please will you forgive me, 
Miss Holland?” she concluded. 

Miss Holland put her arm around the 
little first-grade girl “Why, of course, 
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I'll forgive you. ‘Thank you for return- 
ing the card. It is a pretty one, isn’t it? 
There, now, no more tears, Betty. But 
look, I want to show you something.” 
Miss Holland got down her hard-covered 
Bible—the one she read from in class the 
first thing each morning. 

“You know, Betty,” she said, “stealing 
is a terrible sin. And God hates all kinds 


' of sin—stealing, lying, chcating—all these 


things. It hurts Him when you steal, 
even more than it hurts the person from 
whom you steal. Oh, He hates sin! But 


you are not the only one who has been . 


guilty of sinning, Bétty. Everyone who 
has ever lived has sinned (Rom. 3:23; 
Psa, 14:3). King David, who lived in the 
long ago, has been a good man. God had 
loved him and it was God who had 
chosen him to be the king over His 
people. But even David, as good and as 
fine as he was, was guilty of sinning. 
He did a terrible thing. But David told 
God what he had done. He told God he 
was sorry for it. He asked God to be 
merciful to him (Psa, 86:3). God has 
promised, Betty, that ‘if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness’ (1 John 1:9). So David 
confessed his sin. Confession means tell- 
ing God all about it (even though, of 
course, He already knows about it) and 
promising Him that with His help we'll 
try never to do that thing again. If we 
really, truly mean it when we tell Him 
we're sorry, He does forgive us. That is 
why David could say later. ‘For thou, 
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee’ (Psa. 86:5). As impor- 
tant as it is for you to tell me you're 
sorry, Betty, it is even more important 
that you confess your sin to God and tell 
Him you’re sorry. Will you do that 
now?” 

And Betty did that, right then and 
there, you can be sure, 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 969) 


1. It is not built on rhyming formulae 
or metric forms, but on parallels of 
thought. 

2. By different types of parallelism, 
such as synthetic, antithetic, synonymous, 
and so forth. 

3? It seems to belong to the period of 
Babylonish captivity. 

4. When they are plunged ‘into the 
depths of trouble. 

5. It more nearly resembles Malachi 


3:2. 


6. It so reveals the grace of God, 
coupled with His holiness, that we stand 
in loving awe of Him. This is not the 
fear of paralyzing terror. 

7. Patience and confidence, 


8. When we regard waiting on the Lord 
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in its ultimate sense of waiting for His 
coming again, it becomes identical with 
watching for the morning, for that is 
the true morning. 

9. Contemplation of God. 
line.) 

10. He was interested in the way of 
the Lord, not philosophically nor theo- 
retically, but practically,’as a path in 
which to walk. 

ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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Christian Books for the Blind 
(Continued from: page 967) 


Sometimes our Lord uses a pagan in 
high position, as He used Cyrus of Per- 
sia, to accomplish His purpose. Here is 
what a Mohammedan gentleman at the 
head of a large government school for 
the blind~in Calcutta says: “Allow me 
to thank you for your kind interest for 
an institution twelve thousand miles 
away from you. This institution needs 
very badly a number of simple English 
Braille books, for the students. If you 
would kindly send us various types of 
storybooks, and so on, it will be a great 
help.” 

A contact was made with this man at 
a general convention of workers for the 
blind, and we explained that all our 
books had a vital spiritual message about 
Christ, that we circulated only Christian 
books. He replied affably, “That's all 
right. We get Christian books from 
America, Christian Science.” But even 
though the zeal of Christian Scientists 
had opened the door before a crack was 
made for the Gospel, we know that our 
gracious Lord has a way: of overruling, 
if only we are faithful. 

Practically all of our contacts with 
other readers in India have come through 
missionaries. One of these, Nulla Mun- 
nie, a little blind girl of Dohnavur, is 
potentially ours although she is too 
young to read our books yet. She was 
our special assignment for prayer when 
she was little more than a baby, and it 
gives us great joy to think that our books 
will be used, along with the many other 
means of grace abounding in the Dohnax 
vur Fellowship, to bring her to see the 
Light, We are circulating in Braille a 
number of Amy Carmichael’s books 
which had brought refreshment and 
vision to our own hearts, so we owe a 
special debt to India. 

While we rejoice in hearts reached on 
foreign soil, some of whom are “grappled 
to our hearts with hoops of steel,” we 
do not wish to forget those nearer home. 
These come to us for the most part 
through ordinary channels. In our own 
city, a family with a little blind girl who 
is truly brilliant, lived for several years 
without knowing that we had children’s 
books for circulation. When they found 
it out, the mother came with Karén and 
went back loaded with the best in juve- 
niles. When we saw the enthusiasm of 
this attractive little girl, it was not hard 
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to believe, as the mother said, that Karen 
would rather have books than candy any 
day. 

So in the world of the blind, wherever 
the message of salvation through Christ 
has been given, we find eyes that see. 
When they see Christ bearing the load 
of their sin so they might be delivered 
from sin, enduring the wrath of God so 
they might enjoy the smile of God 
through eternity, then we know His pur- 
pose in it all is being accomplished. 

And we, as we fold our hands to pray, 
far beyond the reach of natural vision, 
see, as it were, a field of primroses 
upon which the dusk is descending. 
Here and there a slender plant lifts its 
head, petals unfold, and a blossom’ is 
born. In like manner, we see in 
shadowy places throughout the earth, 
human hearts, here and there, opening 
to receive the truth, and souls are born 
anew. ‘ 


RICHMOND, VA. 
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A—In Judaism, the Voice of the 
or Spirit of God. 
“Daughter Voice.” 


Good News to 5 Hebrew 
the voice said. * 


glorify = name. 


f. and will glorify it again. 


A—Of course! The God of the 
be. The Messiah of the N 
forever, who d His f 
gospel to every creature.” 
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ON JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 


THE VOICE OF THE LORD 
Q—What is the “Voice of the Lord’”’ of which we read in the Bible? 
A—It is the Holy Spirit expressing the will of God audibly to, Christians. Matthew 3:17. 
Q—Do Jews believe in the Voice.of the Lord? 


Lord is considered to be the utterance of the 
‘Tt is referred to by the Rabbis ae the « ‘Bath Kol,” 


“Shech 
or literally, 


Q—Are there references to the Voice of the Lord in the Old Testament? 
A—Yes, many; for example, Psalm 29, where the Voice reveals the omnipotence of God: 

and in Isaiah 40, where the Voice oroen Ss urgency 
“The v 


Behold your God!” Again 


yesterday, today, 


ly and carefully wrap with a 


Charity never faileth 


” 


the 


of publishing the Gospel or 

O Jerusalem, that bringest idings, lif aoe  B.. again 
bet a t Lup t 

lif\ it. up. be not afraid; say unto the whties good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; 

read in Exodug 19:19, ‘Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. 


Q—Are there references to the Voice of the Lord in the New Testament? 

A—Yes, many; for example, in Matthew 3:17 we read, ° “And loa voice from heaven, say- 
ing, This is my beloved Son. in whom I am well pleased.” a 

Then came there a voice from heaven, saying. I nate both glorified 

Acts 9:4—“And he fell to the earth, and 

saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 


Q—Is the Voice of the Lord to be obeyed by followers of the Lord Jesus Christ? 


Testament is Jehovah, He that is, that was, and shall 
Testament is a the same 
to “go... into all the world. and preach the 


we 


John 12:28. “Father, 
heard a voice 
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The Scott Mission buys quantities of food wholesale at low rates. We buy at a saving which 
for thase in need. The Scott Mission workers apn ge the food as 


Gospel 


tract or New Testament enclosed. The flood of prayer and volume of loving ministry directed 


Your prayerful support will be greatly appreciated, as we are obedient to the Voice of the Lord, 
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ to the Hebrew people. . 


Brethren: “‘My heart's desire and prayer for Israel is that they might be saved.” 
evangelizing the Jew is ................. Please send me free of charge, literature on Jews and Judaism. 
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Singing as 

like it—a fresh new series of gospel 
songs compiled by John Peterson, 
composer of ‘“‘Over the Sunset 
Mountains,” “it Took a Miracle” 
and other song sand choruses. 


Melody-aire Series—Low Voice No. 1 
featuring “‘No One Understands 
Like Jesus" and other songs 60¢ 





Melody-aire Series—Solos and 
Duets No. 1 featuring “Over the 
Sunset Mountains” and other 60¢ 


songs . 
Melody-aire Series—Choruses “a 
No. 1 featuring “‘Lord of 35¢ Peg 


All” and other songs 
Ph. Se 
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Looking Around the Bookstore 
(Continued from page 965) 


How To Plan and Conduct a Janior 
Church. By Eleanor Doan. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids. 6, Mich., 
$1.50.) A Christian group in Sherman 
Oaks, Calif., saw the need for a Junior 
Church, believed that with God’s help it 
could be built, and built it—both the or- 
ganization and the edifice. Out of this 
experience has come Miss Doan’s en- 
deavor to answer the question, “What is 
the purpose, the program, and the goals 
of the Junior Church?” For this she 
uses twelve outlined chapters. That on 
organization discusses the ages (up to 
the teens) leadership, personnel, the 
launching of the project, financing, and 
reports. Physical properties. are also 
described as needed both for worship 
and for the activity programs that follow, 

Planning is shown as necesSary in a 
general sense—for the year, the. month, 
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144 pages, price $2. 
publication price of - . 
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© if you gave these life-changing Sword books. When the tinsel is gone, the loved 
ones have returned home, and the Christmas bills are finally paid, these thrilling books 
will still be comtortitig and blessing, sti// changing the lives ot those you love. 


When the King Comes Back 


A charming book of devotional Bible study on the millennial 
Dr. Smith leads the reader through the great 
prophecies of the Bible, takes Scriptures at simple face value and 
warms the heart with the blessed certainties promised when the King 
comes back. Nota dry, technical outline for scholars to differ on, but 


tremendous Bible exposition. 
ments by Dr. Wilbur Smith of Fuller Seminary add to the value of 


All About Christian Giving 
By Dr. John R, Rice 


many questions, whether God requires tithing, storehouse tithing, how to give and 
where. Find for yourselt the blessed delight of giving to God and receiving in abun- 


It’s Dynamite 
By Dr..Lee Roberson 


The first edition of this dynamic book of sermons was exhausted so quickly, 
Now, again, you ng get these twelve thrilling 
taith, convictions, prayer, etc., 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE 0 


*Bookstores, order now for prepublication price less full trade discount! ’ 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith 
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and the week, as well as specifically for 
evangelism, missions, memory work, and 
the weekly bulletin. All types of audio- 
visual aids are listed and much stress is 
laid on good music—the tried and true 
hymns—for choir and congregation. The 
worship service is given a complete 
chapter since all that comes before is a 
means to this end. And because story 
sermons are difficult, another chapter is 
devoted to their construction. A special 
help to the novice are the six complete 
Junior services offered, each a different 
type. The book’s make-up is exception- 
ally good, and it uses a number of full- 
page photographs. 

Cartoons That Live. By Jack Hamm. 
(Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $1.) 
Here are seventy-four full-page repro- 
ductions of remarkable cartoons of a re- 
ligious nature, chosen from the thousands 
created by Jack Hamm, who, we are told 
in the preface, has conducted in the 
Houston, Tex., area, a weekly television 
chalk-talk program. Some of his draw- 
ings have attracted nation-wide commen- 
dation, especially the one on page 33, 
which quotes J. Edgar Hoover as to the 
duty of parents and the “simple maxims 
of the Bible.” 

Everyday Life in New Testament 
Times. By A. C. Bouquet. (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York 17; $3.50.) 
The title if an accurate description of the 
book. The author, in the belief that our 
day is very much like the age of the 
Greco-Roman empire, has adduced evi- 
dence from archeology and literature to 
prove his point. The details of everyday 
life are minutely set forth, and, in- 
directly, light is cast on the pages of the 
New Testament. Pastors-and Sunday 
schoo] teachers will find many an inter- 
esting fact, even though the viewpoint 
is not that of a believer in the deity of 
Jesus Christ. 


The Seven Laws of Teaching. By 
John Milton Gregory. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) 
This is a revised edition of a work that 
first appeared in 1884. It is a very simple, 
but profoundly helpful, booklet on edu- 
cational psychology. The seven laws 
are:, of the teacher, learner, language, 
lesson, teaching process, learning proc- 
ess, and review and application. One 
who has never studied the subject will 
find the present volume a good place to 
begin. While the doctrines of sin and 
the Holy Spirit are not specifically set 
forth as foundations of Christian teach- 
ing, yet they would seem to underlie the 
statements of the book. 

Ideas for a Successful Church Pro- 
gram. By John Huss. (Zondervan Pub, 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Pas- 
tors and responsible laymen will find this 
book full of ideas and a real help. Each 
season of the year comes in for sugges- 
tions for a lively, attendance-building 
program—two morning services, different 
ways to recognize visitors, a men’s soci- 
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ety visitation program, and many others. 
Yet the author is conscious of the need 
of the Spirit’s blessing. He does not sub- 
‘stitute programs for the Spirit. 


Genius of Geneva. Life and Times of 
John Calvin. By L. Penning. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3.) The author has given us a 
vividly written biography of Calvin. He 
sketches the historical setting for the 
Swiss Reformation, and details the steps 
by which it was brought to pass. He uses 
the present tense to bring the events to 
life. He is certainly persuaded of the 
mighty impact Calvin made on Europe 
and on the whole world, but one would 
not say that he is blinded to the re- 
former’s weaknesses. This is possibly 
the best popular biography of Calvin to 
appear in recent years. 


From Nation to Nation. By Martha L. 
Moennich. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Here is a 
missionary travelogue covering thirty- 
two mission fields, and affording the 
reader a quick insight into opportuni- 
ties, problems, and. personnel in many 
parts of the mission world. The account 
is enlivened by personal experiences and 
strengthened by statistical reports. It is 
a’good primer in mission study. 


from Opera Into the Mission Field. 
By Rhea Marie Gershon. (Obtainable 
from the author, c/o Mary R. Andrews, 
40 W. Jackson Road, Webster Groves 19, 
Mo., $1.50.) The life and conversion of 
a Russian Jewess is here told in moving 
—if gmentary—snatches from her in- 
teresting history. . Possessed of a marvel- 
ous voice, she came to this eountry to 
fulfill her ambition to appear on the 
operatic and concert stage. This ambi- 
tion was realized, but only a great sor- 
row brought her finally to the accept- 
ance of Christ as the Son of God. The 
little sketch is illuminating, as it shows 
something of the views and feelings of 
a God-fearing, orthodox Jewish family, 
and the prejudices that must be over- 
come when a member becomes a Chris- 
tian. The power of the Word of God, 
and His wonderful mercy and grace in 
reaching and saving souls among His 
ancient people is clearly brought out. 
The book is artistically bound in heavy 
paper stamped in gold. and is illustrated 
with a number of photographs. 


Can We Trust Bible History? By Al- 
bertus Pieters. (Society for Reformed 
Publications, Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$1.50.) There is great need among young 
believers for this little volume. The 
author brings this message out of his 
experience as a veteran Bible teacher 
and writer. He traces what should be 
the normal growth from simple to 
abounding faith. “The ordinary Chris- 
tian,” says Dr. Pieters, “at first receives 
the Bible as trustworthy because it comes 
to him from trustworthy people.” He 


rightly says that “the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit” is the chief reason for the 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


acceptance of the Christian religion. In 
a simple, practical manner he discusses 
the canon and then the trustworthiness 
of the text and versions. In taking up 
the accuracy of the Old Testament, he 
shows how it was endorsed by our Lord 
and His apostles and how various mod- 
ern discoveries have given us additiomal 
reason for regarding the Old Testament 
history as real and reliable narrative. 
He is equally fine in his discussion of 
the New Testament, especially the credi- 
bility of the miracles. He frankly brings 
up some problems to which he has not 
yet found the solution, but in these 
places he accepts the Word by faith. It 
is regretted that he has given some com- 
fort to the Theistic evolutionists, and 
that he has spoken of “an occasional 
error here and there.” On the whole, 
however, the book is excellent and a 
great stimulus to our faith. 


You Can Conquer. By Clarence Ed- 
ward Macartney. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) Victory is the 
longing of the normal Christian. Here 
are thirteen sermons covering the usual 
field of human defeat from fear, hate, 
and temptation all the way to the last 
enemy, death. It is good to know that 
such sermons are still preached. Is it 
any wonder that for so many years the 
pulpits where Dr. Macartney has 
preached are among the best known of 
his denomination? In these messages, 
he speaks with authority, for he speaks 
from the Word. He speaks from a heart 
overflowing with a love for mankind, 
otherwise he would not receive so many 
letters from troubled souls. He speaks 
from a background of wide reading, for 
his messages are filled with quotations 
from good literature. He loves the souls 
of men and wants to lead them to his 
Saviour. He longs to show them how 
unfavorable surroundings can be con- 
quered by Christian faith. Faithful 
preachers of the Word after reading 
these messages will be led to speak more 
feelingly of the One who is our victory. 


The Epistle of St. James. By Joseph 
Mayor, D.D.: (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $6.95.) The re- 
appearance of this classic is to be wel- 
comed by all Christendom. It.is com- 
prehensive in its coverage of the intro- 
duction, translation,. and interpretation 
of the Epistle. In the lengthy introduc- 
tion many problems are discussed, but 
the most important deals with the iden- 
tity of the author. Indirectly this leads 
to a discussion of the Romish claim of 
the perpetual virginity of Mary. The 
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Protestant position is clearly and co- 
gently presented. The text is carefully 
explained, and, while Greek phrases 
abound, the interested reader will be. 
able to follow the thought of the great 
commentator without much difficulty. 


Sowing Gospel Seed. By E. Henry Ed- 
wards and Faris D. Whitesell. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 35 cents.) This is a 
very timely and useful little book of 
125 pages, recording for the most part 
the results of the many years of research 
and experience of E. Henry. Edwards, 
M.D., of Boston, The two opening chap- 
ters are entitled, “The Field Is the 
World” and “The Seed Is the Word,” 
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and g strong appeal is made for sound 
Scriptural tracts which carry the life- 
giving seed of the Word, especially those 
which are all Scripture. Various types 
of evangelism are discussed, and the 
part which can be played by the printéd 
page. Many interesting and stimulating 
anecdotes are related, and the titles and 
publishers of many very effective book- 
lets and leaflets are listed. Chapter X 
covers “Sowing the Seed among Jews 
and Roman Catholics,” and some helpful 
suggestions are made. Two omissions 
are noted—the important booklets of the 
American Scripture Gift Mission (325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 7), and those 
of the Continental Press (125 N. 8th 
Street, Philadelphia 6). 


Object Lessons . . . Using Common 
Things. By J. E. DeGolia; (Scripture 
Press, Chicago 5; 75 cents.) It js sur- 
prising how many interesting, helpful, 
and truly spiritual lessons can be taught 
and illustrated with the most common 
articles. This author truly knows how 
to teach Bible truths with everyday 
items, such as a flag, salt shaker, kite, 
lump of coal, doll, apple, rope, nail, and 
the like. Each lesson is given in full 
detail, with the Scripture references, 
and attractive little stories are often 
included which help to clinch the 
moral and make the application stick. 
They are of varied lengths, the kind that 
can be used with children, but will grip 
the attention of adults as well. No par- 
ticular talent or artistic ability is re- 
quired—only a truly spiritual desire to 
teach some of the riches of God’s Word. 


Leaping Flame, Youth Witnessing for 
Christ. By Jack Wyrtzen. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J.; $1.) In be- 
ginning his introduction to this little 
book of fifty pages, Charles J. Wood- 
bridge writes, “The author of this 
volume is a soul aflame. The Holy Spirit 
kindled him years ago, and, ever since, 
his heart has been a leaping flame.” 
There is heat and also light and con- 
tagious brilliance in this message. There 
are ht chapters, without titles, but 
usually telling the story briefly of some 
of the souls won to Christ, and of men 
and’ women sent out into various fields 
of service through the dynamic and con- 
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tagious evangelism conducted by: this 
young man. It is a thrilling little “gift 
book” that will warm and illumine the 
heart of everyone who reads it. 


The Person of Christ. By G. C. Ber- 
kouwer. (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 


+ Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) This is the 


fourth in a series of studies in dogmatics 
by the eminent Dutch theologian. The 
present volume maintains the same high 
level of Biblical scholarship. Kt deals 
with the central teachings of the Scrip- 
tures, but conSiders the problems that 
have been raised both’ in the ancient 
church and at the present time. Thus 
there is careful exegesis of the great pas- 
sages of the Bible that teach the true 
deity and the true humanity of Christ, 
as well as an exposition of the Scrip- 
tures as the answer to the errors and 
heresies that have plagued the church. 


The Epistle to the Romans. By David 
Brown. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) This handy 
volume is a verse-by-verse commentary 
by a scholar who knows his Bible, the- 
ology, and church history, and he has 
set it all. forth in language readily 
grasped by any adult reader. As to 
particular points, he finds the federal 
headship of Adam and Christ taught in 
chapter 5, the struggle with sin by‘a 
renewed man in chapter 7, and eternal 
security in chapter 8. While a book of 
this size must of necessity omit some 
details, the reader will find the main 
teaching of the Epistle clearly set forth. 


Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance. By 
Alexander Cruden, (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.95.) The fact 
is not too widely known that several 
editions of Cruden’s Concordance pub- 
lished in recent years ‘do not offer -the 
complete work. The present reprint 


. edition is, however, as the title indicates, 


the unabridged, complete concordance. 
No feature found in the original edition 
has been eliminated or abbreviated. Here 
are,to be found Cruden’s many original 
notes and comments on important Bibli- 
cal words and his concordance to the 
Apocrypha. . These, with other smaller 
items—such as the listing of proper 
names and their meanings—add much 
to the usefulness of a work that was 
recommended long ago by Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon as “... the best.” In- 
cluded in the present edition is an in- 
teresting sketch of the life and charac- 
ter of Alexander Cruden. Prospective 
buyers should be warned that the type in 
this book is rather small. One should 
examine a copy, before ordering it, for 
the purpose of checking its readability 
from a physical standpoint. Otherwise, 
there is no question of the book’s worthi- 
ness of a place in any man’s library. * 


History of the Jewish Nation. By Al- 
fred Edersheim., (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.20.) The great 
Hebrew-Christian scholar, who is *so 
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well known for his “The Life and Times 
of Jesus the Messiah,” gives us in this 
volume the history of the Jews after the 
destruction of Jerusalem under Titus. 
The period covered is the first five cen- 
turies A.D. The political and religious 
state of the Jews, the history of the syna- 
gogue, Jewish theology, and the Jews’ 
progress in arts and sciences, are among 
the subjects discussed. Dr. Edersheim’s 
access to Jewish, as well as Christian 
sources, combined with thorough re- 
search arid correlating skill, made pos- 
sible this formal history that was the 
first of its kind in the English language. 
Though written nearly a century 4go, it 
still holds its place as the standard work 
on the subject for the period covered. 
As an important link in the chain of 
historical records connecting the ‘past 
with the present, this book, in this re- 
print edition now available, will fill a 
large gap in the libraries of a new gen- 
eration of students. 


Dolls of Other Lands, In My House, 
and My Big Brother. All by Miss Frances 
(Dr. Frances R. Horwich) and Reinald 
Werrenrath, Jr. (Rand McNally & Co., 
Chicago 80; 25 cents each.) Three new 
Ding Dong School books, picture books 
with a purpose, are now ready for the 
pleasure and profit of pre-school-age 
children. All three of the stories were 
originally used by Miss Frances in her 
NBC TV program, the Ding Dong School, 
and are here presented in permanent 
form for.“small children to enjoy again 
and again.” “Dolls of Other Lands” 
makes the child aware that there are 
faraway places different from the place 
in which he lives. “In My House” tells 
how a little boy spends his day—his toys, 
his play, his “work,” his parents. “My 
Big Brother” is the story of four-year- 
old Marie and her. big brother pal, nine- 
year-old George, who live together quite 
happily and companionably. The stories 
are simply told, and illustrated with 
large colored pictures on every page. 


The Fall and Rise of Israel. A Chris- 
tian’s Frank Revelation of Jewish Suffer- 
ing and Triumph. By William L. Hull. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $3.95.) Every lover of Israel and 
every true Christian believer should 
read this remarkable record of Israe]’s 
history of the past nineteen hundred 
years, with its account of the heroic suf- 
ferings and persistent faith of her peo- 
ple in her future as a state. The writer, 
William L. Hull, a Canadian, has lived 
in Jerusalem and directed a mission 
there for many years, and has had first- 
hand experience in many of the more 
recent events of which he has written. 
The book of four hundred pages is in 
four ‘parts, covering the dispersion of 
Israel after the Roman capture of Je- 
rusalem; then the beginnings of Zionism 
and its struggle against the severe anti- 
Semitism of Europe's nations; the strug- 
-zle for existence after the Balfour Man- 
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date; and finally the events that led up 
to the accomplishment of statehood in 
1948. It will surprise the average reader 
to learn that Great Britain miserably 
failed to carry out the stipulations of 
the Mandate given her by the League of 
Nations, and that, in spite of the good 
start made by Lord Balfour, the poli- 
ies of Chamberlain, MacDonald, Bevan, 
nd Atlee, the accomplishment of the 
new homeland for Israel in Palestine 
was thoroughly hindered and thwarted. 
After detailing the heartbreaking per- 
secutions that Jews suffered in Europe, 
and the remarkable accomplishments at- 
tained after they finally were admitted 
to Palestine, Mr. Hull makes the follow- 
ing wise statement: “If God had not 
been for Israel, how could these things 
have come to pass? How could such a 
small people in such a. little land, have 
overcome such tremendous difficulties 
and achieved such a great victory?” 


Christmas Services 
For Your Sunday School 


WO Chgistmas services for the Sun- 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
have been reprinted and will be avail 
able for use by busy superintendents 
and teachers in their Sunday schools 
this year. They are, “Make His Praise 
Glorious” and “The Light That Dawned 
at Christmas.” Both are in the con- 
venient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school. The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 

An ample supply of both of these serv- 
ices is available, so that you merely have 
to indicate your preference. The cost 
is a modest one. You may have either 
service at 35 cents a dozen, or $2.50 a 
hundred. Please address The Sunday 
Sehool Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street,’ Philadelphia 5, indicating the 
service you prefer, 


Tired of Dispensationalism 
(Continued from second page) 


Testament Criticism, has written a book 
entitled, ‘The Apostolic Age.’ He speaks 
of ‘the marked emphasis seen in the Gos- 
pels on the idea of the speetly second 
coming of Christ,’ and observes that in 
the days of the Apostles this belief was 
‘universally cherished.’ He remarks that 


‘St. Paul looked for-the reappearance of - 


Christ.’ Many similar statements might 
be quoted from the highest seats of learn- 
ing in England and America.” (It is in- 
teresting to find such statéments coming 
out of Yale and Harvard—but that was in 
an earlier day.) 
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CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the entire Bible 





By Adam Clarke 





For all who love and cherish the 
Scriptures— the “workaday Christian” 
as well as the preacher, teacher, and 
student — CLARKE’S COMMENTARY 
illuminates God’s Word with unfor- 
gettable radiance. 

Thoroughly established.and tested 
by time and use, CLARKE’S is a store- 
house of sound Bible information and 
deep spiritual insights. 


Six big, beautiful volumes for a 
lifetime of rewarding reading and 
study; 800 pages in each volume. 


$4.50 per volume; $24.50 the set 


At all bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 




















“The Christian Century, one of 
America’s leading liberal maga- 
zines, has refu the advertising 
for this book !”’ 
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To Share the TIMES With Others 
This Christmas 


THIS NEW BOOK 
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THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by EDGAR AINSLIE 


These studies in Revelation have 
recently run in serial form in the 
TIMES and because of popular de- 
mand have been brought out in 
book form. 





The selling price of this 160-page 
clothbound book is $2 postpaid, 
from your bookstore or from The 
Sunday School Times Company. 





It will be sent without money cost @& 
to anyone ordering two new annual 
subscriptions at $3 each, or FIVE 
new 18weeks subscriptions at $1 
each. If subscription is for a 
Canadian address, the rate is $3.25 

for a year and $1.10 for 18 weeks. 


If subscription is for a foreign 
address the rate is $4 for a year 
and $1.35 for 18 weeks. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 5 


2. The Time I Have To Spend 
(1 Pet. 4:11; 1 Cor. 10:31) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

: used by permission. 
<4 UR Responsibility to God,” the 

over-all topic for last week and 

this. week, includes the money we have 
to spend, as we saw last week, and also 
the time we have to spend, about which 
we are to think this week. We-have 
already seen that all that we have and 
are we owe to God. Under the laws of 
life that God has established we came 
into this world, and without His gracious 
provision we could not live another 
moment. When He, in His wisdom, or- 
dains that your life or mine has run its 
course, nothing that ,we can do, and no 
skill of the medical ‘world, can prolong 
it another instant. As the Psalmist puts 
it, “My times. are in thy hand” (Psa, 31: 
15), and we shall do well to think 
soberly about the way we use the gift of 
time that God has entrusted to us. 


% 

The unbeliever, not recognizing ‘or 
not acknowledging that time is God’s 
gift, looks upon it as his own personal 
possession to use or waste as he chooses. 
His motto is, “Eat, drink and be merry 
for tomorrow we die.” But the true 
Christian with the light of God’s Word 
sees time in its true perspective as a few 
brief years with which God has entrusted 
us. They are ours to uSe as a steward- 
ship or as an investment, and our use of 
these years will affect our lives and our 
happiness throughout all eternity. Well 
may we pray then our Heavenly Father 
to “number” or “allot” our days so that 
we may present wise hearts in our use 
of what He gives (Psa. 90:12). 


ye 

Now what rule are we to follow in 
planning for the right use of our time? 
All too often we are likely to try to 
classify the things we do as either reli- 
gious or secular. One of the Scripture 
vérses chosen for this week from 1 Cor- 
inthians 10 ‘reminds ‘us that all acts of 
life are to be done “to the glory of God,” 
even such things as eating and drinking. 
In other words, everything that we do, 
even the simplest acts of life, are not 
to be done with the thought of pleasing 
ourselves, but rather of pleasing God. 

Nevertheless, there are some things in 
life that are more or less routine and 
basic. If we were to prepare a chart or 
budget of our time—and incidentally this 
would be a very healthy exercise for 








For every moment there is an ample 
supply of grace.—F. B. Meyer. 
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most of us—we would have to put down 
certain blocks of time which we need 
for eating our meals, for health and sanf- 
tation, and the like, for work or study, 
for transportation, for recreation, and so 
on. It is possible to allot time to some 
or even all of these things with our own 
selfish desires in view. We can, for ex- 
ample, spend too much time in eating, or 
in sleeping, time that is above and be- 
yond that which is necessary for good 
health. We can spend too much time 
in recreation or even in study. When 
we do so to satisfy.our own selfish de- 
sires, we are wasting or misusing time 
just as truly as if we were to sit with our 
hands folded and do nothing. 


ve 


Let us put down the time we spend, for 
example, in one week, for those things 
that we can conscientiously call service 
for our Lord and Master. Include in 
this column the time we spend in prayer, 
in reading the Word, in specific Chris- 
tian service, in personal evangelism, or 
in the work of the church and Sunday 
school and our young people’s organi- 
zation. Most of us will be surprised, if 


" give no account, 
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not shocked, to see the great discrep- 
ancy between the time we spend on our- 
selves and the time we spend for Christ. 
Doubtless we will be surprised also, in 
preparing such a list, to find that there 
is considerable time for which we can 


indicating that those 
moments somehow slipped away with- 
out being used for any good purpose. 
ye 

When we thought about our steward- 
ship of money, we,saw that the Christian 
should .not be satisfied to give merely a 
“tithe,” or a tenth, of his substance to 
the Lord. Can we be satisfied, then, to 
give a tenth or less of our time to the 
One who has done so much for us and 
to whom we belong by right of creation 
and by right of redemption? It may 
seem to some of us at first that it is not 
possible for us to give God a tenth or 
more of our time. But if we will ask 
Him to show us how to budget properly 
the hours He has given us, we shall be 
amazed to see how the things of Christ 
can be properly taken care of without 
neglecting other worth-while demands 
that may be made on the twenty-four 
hours we have each day. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued’ by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 29 to December 5 


Mon.—Psalm 51:1-13. 
A Troubled Conscience. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “My sin is ever 
before me.” God has a loud-speaker in 
every soul. His voice accuses or excuses 
as may be needed. Conscience does not 
always work as it ought. It can be very 
erratic. It sometimes sleeps, hardens, and 
gets defiled, and yet it is uneasy at times. 


God probes conscience with His Law 


and with reminders of His goodness, 
usually by the ministry of Spirit-filled 
pastors. Nathan was thus used to 
awaken David’s drowsy conscience 
which forced him to say, “Have mercy 
upon me, O God.” Pray for a resurrec- 
tion in the graveyard of memory for all 
the sinning people of your acquaintance. 


Tues.—Psalm 69:1-14. Deep Penitence. 


Prayer Succestrons: “O God, thou 
knowest my foolishness; and my sins are 
not hid from thee.” David was a great 
penitent. Psalms 32 and 51 arevillustra- 
tions of this fact. He himself reminds 
us that “the sacrifices of God are a 
broken .. . heart” and that he “saveth 
such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psas. 51: 
17; 34:18). And he tells us also that 
most comforting truth that “he healeth 
the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds” (Psa. 147:3), Pray for those 
whom you know are grieving God. 
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Wed.—Psalm 84:8-12. 
The Impulse To Pray. 
Prayer Succestions: “For the Lord 
God is a sun and shield: the Lord will 
give grace and glory: no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly.” Incitement to_prayer is chiefly 
found in the goodness of God which leads 
to repentance. Real supplication, inter- 
cession, and the giving of thanks come 
into the heart through the ministry of 
the Spirit of grace and are maintained 
there by that faith which works by love. 
Have you yet been captured by the gra- 
cious Spirit of God in “The Golden 
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SELECT EERDMANS BOOKS 
For Choice Christmas Gifts 


Now! Your First Christmas for Giving: 
The New Bible Commentary - $7.95 


Just about the finest of the new outstanding volumes you 
can give this year. “Two things are certain with respect 
to this commentary — it is the biggest commentary bargain 
on the market today, and is the best one-volume conservative 
commentary on the Bible.”—United Evangelical Actian. 


ERICH SAUER 
From Eternity to Eternity - - $3.00 


An outline of the divine purposes as revealed in Scripture. 
This new volume by Sauer is another outstanding work and 
features a large Bible and prophecy 
chart in five colors. “Dr. Sauer’s 
books should be in the hands of 
every Christian .. . They have been 
a great personal blessing to me.”— 


Billy Graham 


The Christian View of Science and Scripture, $4.00 


Bernard Rgmm. An important new book for all concerned 
Christians. ‘*No review, at least that I am capable of writing, 
can adequately convey the wealth of material here wrestled 
with, on which the Scriptures speak with divine authority.” 

—Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 








































Outstanding New Fiction! 





ARGYE M. BRIGGS 
Both Banks of the River “ - : - - - $3.00 


A historical novel based on the noble life of Charles Journeycake, last principal 
chief of the Delaware Indians, who led his people through great difficulties by 
power of his personality and the quiet strength of the Gospel of Christ. 


HELEN R. MANN 
Gallant Warrior . - - - $3.00 


The stirring story of the famous, doughty pioneer, Hannah Duston, her captivity 
among the Indians and her incredible escape, told with a deep discernment and 
appreciation of the pre“eminent religious values of Puritan New England. 


The Child's Story Bible—Best Summary of the Bible in Story Form 


Catherine F. Vos. Easily read by boys and girls, 
7 to 12, this complete Bible storybook is writ- 
ten in vivid, colorful style scrupulously true to 
the Bible. Large, clear type, colo 

pictures, complete indexes. $3.95 


Marian’s Big Book of Bible Stories 
Marian M. Schoolland. 226 simply told stories 
for ages 3 to 8, told with clarity and dignity. It 
is easy to hold the attention of the four- 
year-old with this wonderful book. $3.50 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 
Marian M. Schooliand. A first Bible sto: 
reader for the young child, 63 stories, 12 
color pictures, large type, especially designed 
for the beginner reader and the little 

ones. $1.50 


At Your Bookstore, or 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. = ~=Ct- . one Bares 
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Snare of Prayer”? Pray for more aware- 
ness of the need of God by your Chris- 
tian friends. 


Thurs.—Mark 13:1-8. In Time of Crisis. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “When ye shall 
hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye 
not troubled: for such things must needs 
be; but the end shall not be yet.” Crises 
mark the history of this old, sinful 
world. It is going on its dizzy way to 
crisis upon crisis. It is a time for prayer 
by the people of God. It is a time also 
for quietness of heart through the steady- 
ing grace of God»ministered to us by the 
Word of God. When our Lord tells us, 
“Be ye not troubled,” let us obey His ex- 
hortation. If we trust Him, we will not 
worry; if we worry, we do not truly 
trust Him. Pray for the multitude of 

echurch people by whom the Bible is a 
neglected book. 


Fri.—Mark 13:32-37. “Watch and Pray.” 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is.” "These twin’ necessities of 
every Christian are twin omissions by 
many of them. The Lord says, literally, 
“Take notice,” but we ignore the “notice.” 
Daily one sees scores of men cross rail- 
road tracks against a sign which reads: 
“Use Overhead Bridge. Do Not Cross 
Tracks.” We have many readless, heed- 
less people who need this divine triple 
commandment. How is it with our 
reader? Pray for more foresight and up- 
look by God’s people in these crisis days. 


Sat—Psalm 125. A Righteous Judge. 


Prayer Succestions: “As for such as 
turn aside unto their crooked ways, the 
Lord shall lead them forth with the 
workers of iniquity: but peace shall be 
upon Israel.” God’s eyes are in every 
place beholding the evil and the good. 
He tries the reins and hearts to give 
every man according as his works shall 
Be. God is judge. He will reward the 
good and the evil. He knows how to 
preserve the righteous and punish the 
wicked. He has appointed a day in 
which he shall judge the secrets of men’s 
lives by that Man whom He has ap- 
pointed—the once-despised Jesus. Pray 
that a wave of conviction of sin by the 
Spirit of God may sweep through your 
church and community. 


Sun.—Psalm 51:14-17. 
The Contrite Heart. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “The sacri- 
fices of God are a broken spirit: «a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise.” David was a 
great penitent. (See Psas. 32 and 51.) 
“The Lord is nigh unto:them that are 
of a broken heart; and saveth such 
as be of a contrite spirit” (Psa. 34:18). 
“He healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds” (Psa. 
147:3). The Lord came “to! heal the 
broken-hearted” (Luke -4:18). Pray . 
for more penitential seasons in Chris- 
tian congregations everywhere, 
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